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IRISH ECHO FIRST RESPONDERS AWARDS
Kyran Dunn
Place of Birth: Yonkers, NY 
Job Description: Presently Deputy Fire Chief, Fairfield Connecticut
Retired Assistant Fire Chief, Yonkers, New York 
Why I chose this career: I wanted to make a difference and help people when they needed it the most. I saw how my dad and grandfather
talked about the fire service and wanted the same. 
Proudest moment of my career: When I was sworn in as a new firefighter. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: Listening to and playing Irish music. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I'm a church organist. 
2.  That I spent a semester in Leningrad. 
3.  I love doing electrical work.

B
orn in Yonkers to Edward and Alice McCrudden Dunn with Irish roots on all sides, particularly Knockeenglass, County Kilkenny and
An Sean Phobal, in County Waterford.  Graduate of Christ the King, Yonkers, Archbishop Stepinac H.S. and holds a B.A. from Fordham
University, B.S. From SUNY (Fire Administration) and J. D. from Pace University. Joined the Yonkers Fire Department in 1981, retiring

as an Assistant Chief. Presently Deputy Chief of Fairfield, CT Fire Department. Married to Patricia Fallon Dunn, has 3 children, Kathleen,
Brian, Lauren and grandson Jack. Parishioner of Sacred Heart Church Yonkers. 

Paul (PJ) Goldfeder

Place of Birth: Yonkers, NY 
Job Description: Career Fire Lieutenant 
Why I chose this career: The "unknown" is what continues to draw me to this line of work. No matter how much you plan, prepare, or
train, you never know what interesting and exciting calls the shift will bring. We never have the same day twice, and are constantly on
our toes. There is definitely no monotony... 
Proudest moment of my career: The proudest moment of my firefighting career was the day I caught my first "first-due" structure fire
as an officer. Nothing really dramatic happened that day, but my training and instincts kicked in, and I was able to make the proper
decisions in a timely, purposeful manner. The crew operated like a well-oiled machine that day, and I couldn't have been more proud! 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: The easy answer to this question would be that I celebrate my Irish heritage mostly through the Pipe
and Drum band. As a proud founding member of Yonkers Fire Pipes & Drums, I get to directly celebrate my heritage while representing
our Department and performing at various parades and events throughout the year. 
The more in-depth answer to your question is by spending time with my wife's family. Her grandmother was born and raised in Connemara,
and has a rich history of Irish traditions. She constantly shares stories with the family, and teaches my son all about his heritage, including
some phrases in Gaelic. It is really priceless for me to see! 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I believe strongly in random acts of kindness 
2.  I was one of the smallest kids in my high school 
3.  Although I tend to thrive on deadlines, I'd much rather be more prepared ahead of time.

I
graduated Manhattan College Cum Laude with a double degree in Political Science and worked for the United Nations for 2 years prior to
making the best decision I've ever made, becoming a Yonkers Firefighter. I was lucky enough to be brought into a great group of friends
early on in my career who taught me the importance of being charitable, staying very involved in our job, and always being compassionate.

The type of person they shaped me to be has helped me to be the best dad, husband, and fire officer that I can possibly be. 

John Kelly

Place of Birth: Brooklyn 
Job Description: I am currently a Fire Chief with the South Hempstead Volunteer Fire Department. We respond to approximately 500 fire
and rescue calls in our community each year. We assist numerous other fire departments with mutual aid calls and handle one of the
deadliest stretches of roadway on the Southern State parkway. 
Why I chose this career: I grew up wanting to be a police officer or a firefighter. I had three uncles and several cousins who were
firefighters. My Uncle Emmet lived in my neighborhood and worked as a firefighter there as well. As a child, I actually witnessed him fight
a few fires in my neighborhood. One fire occurred in the home of a teammate from my baseball team. It was a major fire and my teammate
and other occupants of the home perished. From that moment, I knew how brave my uncle was. I remember how hard it was for him to
tell us about the death of our friend and teammate. I eventually chose to become a police officer as my professional career. However, I
always felt like I let my uncle down because I didn’t become a firefighter. After I married, I purchased a home on Long Island. My community
has a volunteer fire department. I heard many great things about the South Hempstead Fire Department. My niece knew several members
and said it was the best department on Long Island. This was my opportunity to make my uncle proud, and I joined the SHFD in 1994. 
Proudest moment of my career: In January 2018 I was elected Chief of Department of the South Hempstead Fire Department. After 24
years I made it to the top. It required years of responding to calls, firefighter training, special classes in supervision and leadership
methods, and earning the trust of the rank and file members. Being installed as the Chief of Department was the proudest moment of my
career. It was a great accomplishment. 
I celebrate my Irish heritage by: Every year I proudly March in the Rockville Centre St. Patrick’s Day Parade with the fire department.
Many people don’t realize how marching in a parade is a traditional way to show pride and celebrate Irish Heritage. More importantly, I
try to help as many Irish people as possible. I am part of and sponsor groups like the Katie McBride Foundation. This Foundation gives
financial and moral support to children who suffer from childhood cancer as well as their families. I also sponsor the Thomas Kelly
Memorial Golf Outing. Tommy was my cousin and a hero NYC firefighter who died on September 11, 2001. The outing was created to raise
money to help people and charities in memory of Tommy. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I have very little musical talent but sang “To All the Girls I’ve Loved Before” on two separate occasions. 
2.  I was a Correction Officer for 1 year on Rikers Island 
3.  Every year myself, my brother Chris and my friend Mike McBride drive a bunch of folks by limo from my brother Mikes group home in
Queens to a Dinner dance in NY City.

I
am the son of Michael and Margaret (nee Ryan) Kelly and have four brothers and one sister. Dennis, Bobby, Maryellen, Chris and
Mike. I grew up in Richmond Hill Queens, I went to St. Mary Gate of Heaven Elementary School, Christ the King High School, St.
Francis College for my undergraduate degree and John Jay College for my masters. I’ve been married to my wife, Carolyn, for over

35 years. We have three children – Jacqueline, Kathryn, and John Michael. I'm the CEO of Ambassador Protection Services; a security
company I co-own with two brothers and close friend George Catalanotto. 


