
By Ray O’Hanlon

First Responders from around the
nation are being honored this Friday
evening in New York City.
There is one who won’t be in the
room yet who will be inspiring all in
attendance, and many more beyond
the confines of Rosie O’Grady’s in
Manhattan.

The FDNY, New York City and
Irish America lost Chief Michael
Joseph Fahy a little over two years
ago.

And just about exactly two years
ago we gathered for the third annual
Irish Echo First Responders Awards
in Rosie’s Manhattan Club. On that
night, the name of Michael Fahy was
read out and honored, his legacy of
service saluted.

And his wife Fiona accepted from
the Echo, and through the paper
from the wider community, an
award with Michael’s name on it.

Fiona then agreed that an award
with her husband’s name should be
presented on an annual basis to an
individual, or individuals, who, like
Michael, have stood in the front lines
to serve and protect. 

We are proud then to be able to
present, at this week’s fifth annual
awards gathering, the second

Michael J. Fahy Profile in Bravery
Award to Lieutenant Andrew Farrell
Magenheim of the Fire Department
of New York. 

Andrew has earned an award
named for a devoted father and hus-
band, a loving son and brother, a
loyal friend, and an exemplary New
York City firefighter.  

Born in the Bronx in 1972 to his
Galway-native mother, Mary Giblin,
and Thomas Fahy, a Bronx native
and first generation Irish American,
Michael grew up in North Rockland

County with his twin sister, Mary,
older brother, Tom, and younger sis-
ter Margaret.  

With encouragement from his
Battalion Chief father, Michael took
the 1992 FDNY entrance exam.
While waiting to be called to the
department, he enrolled in law
school, a natural fit as it turned out.  
Mike enjoyed the study of law and
upon graduation would secure mul-
tiple job offers for six figure salaries
at international law firms. He accept-
ed an offer with a highly regarded
firm, but in 1999, shy of a year into
his legal career, Mike was all too
aware of a different calling.

He took leave of the law firm and
entered probationary firefighter
school. Michael Fahy would rise rap-
idly through the ranks of the Fire
Department, earning the rank of
Lieutenant, then Captain, then
Battalion Chief in less than 13 years,
all while completing a rigorous 18
month Master’s Degree program in
Homeland Security Studies from the
prestigious Naval Postgraduate
School in Monterey, California.  

At his funeral, Fire Commissioner
Daniel Nigro noted that “Chief Fahy
achieved the rank of Chief Officer
faster than any active member of the
department.” 

Mike Fahy never mentioned this
fact, not even to his wife. In his
mind, doing so would dishonor the
memory of the 343 9/11 firefighter
heroes whose loss had caused the
promotion lists to move so quickly.  

Battalion Chief Michael J. Fahy
was killed in the line of duty on
Tuesday morning, September 27,
2016 following a gas explosion at a
suspected drug lab in the Bronx.
Despite the magnitude of the blast,
Chief Fahy was the only fatality, in
large part because of his actions to
protect lives that day.  

Chief Fahy was posthumously
promoted to the rank of Deputy
Chief, the highest civil service pro-
motional achievement in the FDNY.  

He had actually passed the exam
for Deputy Chief in 2013 and was on
the list for promotion to that title
when his life was so tragically
ended.  

His legacy will forever be one of a
humble man who put others before
himself; a brave firefighter and
strong leader who wanted to protect
and serve others; and an extraordi-
nary husband, partner and father
who made his wife and children
happy every day through his kind-
ness, his humor, his words and his
actions.
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Andrew Magenheim receives Michael Fahy Award

Saluting the fallen, battling for the living

Michael Joseph Fahy.

By Irish Echo Staff

The terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001 left three-hundred forty-three
New York firefighters dead. 
Sadly, that number continues to

rise with each passing day as fire-
fighters who toiled at the World Trade
Center succumb to the effects of the
toxic environment that existed there
for months after the attacks. 
Retired FDNY Lieutenant, James

J. O’Donnell, survived that horrific
day and would eventually attend
more than a hundred funerals and
memorial services for those that
passed.
Now, he shares the lives of ten of

those heroes who perished in the
attacks, as shared by their parents in
his book “Sons of Valor, Parents of
Faith.”
“The crashing of two planes into

the Twin Towers not only dismantled
the buildings but hundreds of fami-
lies as well,” said O’Donnell.
“Mothers and fathers were left in

the rubble of these attacks, search-
ing for husbands, brothers and sons. 
“Some of them never received

answers, nor were they able to recov-
er the bodies of their loved ones. The
parents’ spiritual and emotional jour-
neys can serve as an example of faith
rising over despair.”
“Sons of Valor, Parents of Faith,”

according to O’Donnell, serves as a
memorial to the lives and careers of
ten first responders who perished on
9/11. 
O’Donnell presents a unique and

personal look at how the parents of
these heroes were consoled by the
FDNY Counseling Services Unit and
the role that unit played in helping
them manage their grief in the after-
math of a national tragedy. 
The book vividly reminds us that

faith is the common bond that sus-
tained those who lost the most. 
“We remain thankful that these

brave parents shared their insight.
Through that insight we are better
able continue to heal as individuals
and as a nation. We share their loss,
and wish them peace,” said
O’Donnell.
This is, in part, how Kirkus

Reviews reviewed O’Donnell’s book.
“Besides the physical devastation

wrought by the terrorist attack on the
World Trade Center towers in 2001,
there was a reverberating emotional
toll, especially on the families that
lost loved ones. Debut author
O’Donnell gathers ten of those sto-
ries here -nine detailing the lives of
firefighters and one a police detec-
tive. 
“Each chapter provides a concise

biography of the fallen, including the
details leading up to the fall of the
towers, and then explores the griev-
ing aftermath of their families chiefly
from the perspective of their parents. 
“O’Donnell’s research is both jour-

nalistically rigorous and brimming
with empathy. He’s a New York City
firefighter who also responded to the

attacks on the twin towers. His prose
is always accessible and often affect-
ing, especially when it depicts the
profound vocational calling to which
all firefighters respond.”
"Sons of Valor, Parents of Faith" is

meant to help reader understand the
stress, hardship and sometimes dev-
astation that parents and families of
first responders face,” O’Donnell
said. 
“I also hope that readers realize

the efforts and sacrifices of the FDNY
and their families. Not only on that
day, but in the ensuing months and
years.”
O'Donnell is a second generation

New York City firefighter. He retired
as a Lieutenant, with more than thir-
ty years of service with the FDNY. His
retirement was due to the injuries he
sustained on September 11, 2001. 
After retiring he earned his bache-

lor's degree in Religious Studies from
Saint Joseph's College. He then went
on to earn his masters degree from
Fordham University, where he stud-
ied Theology and Religious
Education. He has now used his
experience and insight to bring
together the families of 9/11 to share
their stories in “Sons of Valor Parents
of Faith.”
O'Donnell and his wife of forty-six

years, Anne, reside on Long Island.
They have four adult children and
three grand-children.
The book is available online at

Amazon and Barnes & Noble and
from Westbow Press, www.westbow-
press.com.

James O’Donnell signing copies of his
book.
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