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As a genealogist, I’ve heard a
lot of family stories.  Sometimes
they’re true, sometimes they’re
false, sometimes they have a
kernel of truth with a fictional

coating.    I often find informa-
tion that surprises my clients or
contradicts what they’ve al-
ways believed. I’ve discovered
“ancestors from Cork” who
were actually born in Mayo;
children left in Ireland with
grandparents when the rest of

the family emigrated; a second
husband no one knew about;
marriages that didn’t take place
until after the eldest child was
born; a supposed Civil War vet
who didn’t arrive in the U.S.
until hostilities had ceased; and
lots more.  

I first learned about the im-
portance of verifying family sto-
ries when I began researching
my own family’s history.  For in-
stance, my grandfather once told
me that his uncle, Paul Charrot,
a Redemptorist priest, had been
assigned to a church in Mexico
and lived his last days there.  My
grandfather believed that Paul
might have been a martyr for the
church.  Well, my research veri-
fied that Paul was ordained in
December 1876 and eventually
assigned to his order’s Mexican
province. But I also confirmed
that in 1909 he died in a Mexico
City hospital following surgery
- for gallstones. 

My father often told me that
when his grandmother Mary
Fitzpatrick emigrated from Ire-
land to New York, her mother,
Ellen McIntyre Fitzpatrick, died
during the Atlantic crossing.
But did this really happen?
After a lot of sleuthing, I found
that in March 1863, Ellen, with
her husband, Daniel Fitzpatrick
and their eight children, set sail
from Liverpool for a 41-day
voyage on the ship Thornton.
According to the ship's mani-
fest, Daniel and sons were la-
boring men, and Ellen and her
older daughters were em-
ployed as servants.  One of the
children - my father’s grand-

mother Mary—was four years
old.

Sadly, the ship’s records con-
firmed our family story: on 8
March 1863, Ellen Fitzpatrick,
age 48, died approximately one
week out of port and was
buried at sea. Her bereaved
family would endure another
month aboard the Thornton be-
fore finally arriving in New
York.

At Glanvil Genealogy, we
have traced many Irish Ameri-
can families, locating their an-
cestor’s place of origin in
Ireland. We have connected
clients from Ireland and the
UK, whose ancestors emigrated
to America long ago, with long-
lost family in the U.S.  Tell us
your family stories and we will
find your family’s history for
you.
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Brooklyn native Patricia Phelan specializes in Irish and American genealogy
research. She has traced many Irish American families for her clients, locating
their ancestral place of origin in Ireland. She has also connected clients in Ireland
and the U.K., whose ancestors emigrated to America years ago, with lost family
in the U.S. She has researched family lines throughout the U.S. and has an in-
depth knowledge of the five boroughs of New York City.
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Statue to Annie Moore (first person to be processed on Ellis
Island) in Cobh, Co. Cork. Browsing in the National Library of Ireland's reading room.

Patricia Phelan of Glanvil Genealogy at her great-
great-grandfather's birthplace, Charrot, Switzerland.

Corresponding secretary Margaret DeAcetis accepts an award
from The National Genealogical Society on behalf of IFHF. Duke and Duchess of Sussex visit EPIC, The Irish Emigration Museum.


