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Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich is an Irish
language, culture and arts centre situated
in the heart of West Belfast on the Falls
Road. 
Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich host Irish
classes, art workshops, céilithe (Irish
dancing sessions), dramas, concerts and
exhibitions throughout the year.  It’s also
home to An Ceathrú Póilí, a book and gift
shop specialising in all things associated
with Irish language and culture, and to
Bia, a café serving delicious food with a
wonderful atmosphere. 
OUR HISTORY 
The name of the centre, Cultúrlann
McAdam Ó Fiaich, recalls the enormous
contribution to the revival of the language
made by Robert Shipboy McAdam, a Pres-
byterian businessman from the 19th cen-
tury and Tomás Ó Fiaich a 20th century
Irish scholar from the Catholic tradition.
Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich first
opened its doors in 1991 in order to ac-
commodate a nine pupil Irish-medium sec-
ondary school.  Since then, Cultúrlann
McAdam Ó Fiaich has seen many Irish lan-
guage projects and groups flourish within
its walls and go on to play a major role in

the Irish language community right across
Belfast and much further afield.  
The centre underwent renovation in 2010
and was re-opened by Irish President Mary
McAleese on 19 September 2011, to cele-
brate 20 years since it opened.
Central to the ethos of this centre has al-
ways been a non-political, independent
mind-set that values our language and cul-
ture as part of the common heritage of all
the people. This open, welcoming attitude
has given Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich its
reputation as a melting pot of cultures and
a hotbed of ideas and innovation.
GAELTACHT EXPERIENCE 
For visitors to Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fi-
aich, the Gaeltacht Experience is a perfect
way to immerse yourself in Irish culture
and to learn about Irish language, culture,
art, history and more.  As part of the
Gaeltacht Experience, which is ideally
suited for groups, you receive a 3 course
meal with live music throughout, a brief
talk on the history of Cultúrlann McAdam
Ó Fiaich, a tour of the building and art gal-
leries and an Irish language taster session,
all followed by a lively céilí. Contact oifig-
failte@culturlann.ie for more information.
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Fáilte Feirste Thiar (Welcome to West
Belfast) took the opportunity arising from
peace to develop the West Belfast Tourism
product, develop the tourism infrastruc-
ture; support tourism related business and
social enterprises, train local people as
tour guides, promote local social and pro-
mote economic regeneration via small
business development and job creation. 
We market the uniqueness of West
Belfast as a tourist attraction, re-branding
the area as a place to visit which provides
a quality tourist product and customer sat-
isfaction. 
Fáilte Feirste Thiar acts as a role model,
a leader and living example in what can be
achieved when local communities work
collaboratively and in partnership with
Government departments, tourism pro-
moters and other stakeholders to create
employment, opportunities and to con-
tribute to the portrayal of an image of a
community - confident, welcoming and vi-
brant. 

Commenting on the success of West
Belfast tourism, Executive Director at
Fáilte Feirste Thiar Harry Connolly said: 
“West Belfast in 2017 welcomed over 1
million visitors to our visitor attractions
and events. Our offering is underpinned by
a distinct cultural focus with the Irish lan-
guage, culture and sport front and centre.
Visitors can expect the warmest of wel-
comes in West Belfast with our world fa-
mous wall murals, Ireland’s largest
community arts festival in Féile an
Phobail, not to mention the world class
Coiste Irish Political Walking Tour that par-
ticipants in the Homecoming Investment
Conference will have the chance to par-
take of. We face forward with numerous
new attractions in the pipeline including
Casement Park, a James Connolly Visitor
Centre and The Roddy Mc Corley museum
to name just a few.” 
You can stay up to date with the latest
event information in West Belfast by 
visiting www.visitwestbelfast.com 

West Belfast: A key part of 
The Belfast Tourism Trail 


