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Dearest John Paul,
We are so proud of your
accomplishments so far and
are so excited for those to come.

Congratulations on being honored
as one of the Irish 40 under 40!

Go n'éirí leat!
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Love always,
Mom, Frank, and Aunt Jane

The United Federation
of Teachers
Salutes

The Irish Echo
on its 40 Under 40 awards
We join in celebrating
MICHAEL SILL
UFT Director of Personnel

PATRICIA HOGAN
of PS 310, Bronx

and all the other worthy honorees for 2018.
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Michael Mulgrew, President
52 BROADWAY, NEW YORK , N Y 10004 • WWW.UF T.ORG
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THE IRISH ECHO TOP 40 UNDER 40 2018
Neil Murtagh
Where you live: Hingham,
MA
Place of Birth: Belfast,
Northern Ireland.
Age: 39
Status: Married
Family:
Married
to
Julieanne. We have three
children, Jack (12), Ryan
(10) and Chloe (7).
First Job: Paper delivery
boy, Belfast Telegraph.
What it taught me: The
importance of a good
routine,
the
extreme
importance of good road
sense on a bicycle. It's better to earn it than be given it.
Don't spend all your wages on sweets!
Current Company and position: Vice President, Wealth
Management Advisor at Merrill Lynch.
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Always
be yourself. Believe in your abilities and take your chances.
Set goals and work towards them. Do something you enjoy.
Never stop learning.
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. I've ran Boston, New York, Chicago and Berlin marathons.
Dublin is next.
2. I won the green card lottery.
3. I'm a certified soccer referee.
eil moved to Massachusetts with his family in 2006
and currently lives in Hingham, just south of Boston.
He is a Financial Advisor at Merrill Lynch and has
enjoyed a career in financial services since 1998. Neil was
awarded his bachelor's degree (BSc) by the London
Institute of Banking and Finance. He also holds a Diploma
of Higher Education in Financial Markets (University of
Kent). Neil enjoys playing soccer as well as coaching his
children's teams. An avid runner, he has completed seven
marathons over the years for various causes. He is now
committed to running all six of the World Major Marathons
to raise funds for his favorite charity, ALS One. ALS One
raises funds to develop a cure for ALS as well as provide
high-level care for those who have already been diagnosed.

N

Nicola McCusker
Where you live: Bronxville,
NY
Place of Birth: Co. Tyrone
Age: 30
Family: Partner - Sean
Coyle; Father and Mother John and Anne McCusker;
Sister - Kerri McCorry;
Brother- Dean McCusker
First Job: Sales Assistant
What it taught me:
Responsibility and the
value of money
Current Company and
position: Owner at The Law
Office of Nicola McCusker
PLLC
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Make
sure it’s something your passionate about, if not it will be
harder to persevere when you face difficulties in your
business and to never underestimate yourself and what you
can achieve.
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. I graduated from University when I was 20 and was
admitted to NYS bar at 22.
2. I cannot watch horror movies.
3. I had always a passion for Economics school.
icola was born and raised in Ireland where she
graduated from Queens University Belfast, with an
Honors Degree in Law in 2008. After graduation,
having spent a summer in the USA previously, Nicola made
the decision to move to New York. In 2010 Nicola was duly
admitted to the Bar in the State of New York and the United
States District Court for the Southern and Eastern Districts
of New York.
Nicola previously worked as an Associate with a
general practice law firm in New York City, wherein she
successfully represented clients throughout a broad
spectrum of areas . In February 2014 Nicola decided to
commence her own practice with a focus on the areas that
she was passionate about, Immigration and Real Estate,
and has been cultivating the company's success since.
Nicola is also managing partner and in-house counsel
of SNC Investment Partners LLC, a Real Estate Investment
Firm in New York and was highlighted by the New York Real
Estate Journal in June 2016.
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Patricia Hogan
Where you live: Bronx, NY
Place of Birth: Mount
Kisco, NY
Age: 35
Status: Single
Family: Parents: Paul and
Eileen Hogan. I have 2
sisters, Eileen Hogan
Crawley and Christine
Hogan Valvano. I am also
the proud doggy Mommy
to my Corgi, Bailey!
First
Job:
Camp
Counselor at the Town of
Cortlandt Day Camp
What it taught me:
Patience, lots of it! It also
helped me realize my love of
working with children, and the importance of using
sunscreen. On the upside, I became a master of making
lanyards and playing dodgeball!
Current Company and position: 1st grade teacher with the
NYC Department of Education.
Best advice you could give someone starting out:
Teaching is not easy! There will be good days and bad days
and it will be hard at first. Reach out to others and ask lots
of questions, don't be afraid to ask for help! It will take
years before you fully understand the impact of what you
say and do in the classroom! Strive to make a difference,
not to be the best, and kindness and positivity can go a
long way!
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. I was voted "Most likely to win an international spelling
bee" in my 8th grade superlatives! This still remains to be
true!
2. I minored in French in college and maintain that I can
speak, read, and write French (even though my friends and
family do not believe me)
3. I am not related to Hulk Hogan. (shocking, I know!)
atricia Hogan currently lives in the well-known Irish
American community of Woodlawn, in the Bronx. She
grew up in Westchester county in the town of
Cortlandt Manor and attended St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
school until 8th grade. She graduated from Lakeland High
School in Shrub Oak in 2000 and then went on to attend
SUNY Cortland where she got a degree in Childhood
Education. Patricia later received her Master’s degree from
Lehman College, majoring in Literacy Studies! She has
worked at P.S. 310 in Marble Hill for the past 12 years now
where she has taught both 2nd and 1st grade! Patricia is a
proud Irish American and has grown up with a love of the
Irish culture. She was a step dancer for many years and
loved spending her weekends attending every Feis she
could get her Mother to drive her to! She spent countless
summers with her family in the Irish Catskills of East
Durham where a love of her Irish heritage was instilled in
her! After moving to Woodlawn to be closer to her job, she
realized that this community was where she belongs and
can nowadays be found frequenting a local pub or two and
enjoying a pint with her friends.
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Rachel Quigley
Where you live: New York
Place of Birth: Strabane,
Co Tyrone.
Age: 35
Family: Parents John and
Carmel Quigley are retired
and still living in Strabane,
Co. Tyrone, as are my two
older sisters Mia and
Jenny.
First
Job:
Teaching
English in Japan
What it taught me: It
taught me to take the road
less traveled, take risks
and
do
something
completely out of my
comfort zone. Moving to a
country like Japan was terrifying but also the best decision
I ever made. It opened me up to a new culture, new people,
new friends, new skills, and kickstarted my love for travel.
Current Company and position: Daily Mail - New York
Entertainment Editor
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Some
of the scariest things in life turn out to be the best, so take
risks and be brave even when you don't feel brave. Be
confident even when you don't feel confident and never
take no for an answer. It's a cliché but in a city like New
York, tenacity and determination is so important. And

always be polite, good manners can take you a long way in
this world.
Two things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. I used to live in India
2. I'm training for a triathlon
achel Quigley is currently the Entertainment Editor for
Daily Mail U.S., where she recently returned after 4
years. During her time away, she worked for Bauer
Media and Function X Inc. Rachel served as News Director
and later Managing Editor at Bauer, where she ran
entertainment sites InTouch, Life & Style and Closer,
increasing traffic from two to 22 million in one year.
Following this, she decided to try her hand in the
startup world and moved to Function X, where she was
Editor-in-Chief of Wetpaint.com, leading a team of 25 and
launching their daily live Facebook show, among other
achievements.
A native of Co. Tyrone, she fulfilled a lifelong dream of
living in New York when she moved to the Big Apple in 2011.
By this time, Rachel already had a taste of life outside of
Ireland after she lived in Japan for 2 years and then
traveled solo around the world for a year, an experience she
says was the making of her.
She studied English and Film Studies at Queens
University, Belfast, and has a master’s in journalism from
Cardiff University.
She is a proud board member of Digital Irish, which
promotes the expansion of Irish startups, providing
resources and networking opportunities.
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Rebecca Reilly
Where you live: Montclair,
NJ
Place of Birth: Nyack, NY
Age: 26
Status:
In
a
relationship
Family: Mother - Mary Ann
Reilly; Father - Peter Reilly;
Sister - Shannon Reilly.
First
Job:
Camp
Counselor
What it taught me: My
first job taught me to work
well with a variety of
personalities. Additionally,
I learned to be punctual
and
establish
independence. I also learned a lot of crafting techniques.
Current Company and position: I currently work at
Sullivan Engineering LLC as a project manager. Sullivan
Engineering is a building envelope consulting firm. We
specialize in facade restoration, building envelope
restoration and roof and waterproofing. We perform
inspections of the exterior of existing buildings and design
repairs to satisfy the needs of the building owner. We
perform regular inspections and progress meetings while
construction is in progress. This ensures that the
completed repairs are performed correctly and that the
project remains on schedule.
Best advice you could give someone starting out: I think
the best advice I could give to someone starting out is to try
everything that interests you. Internships are a great way to
learn things about a potential field that are not taught in
school. Although college provides a solid foundation for
learning, there is so much to learn outside of the
classroom.
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. My favorite animal is a giraffe.
2. I enjoy going to museums and I am interested in art.
3. I am very good at hula hooping.
ebecca was born in Nyack, NY on January 10, 1992.
She grew up in New City, NY with her parents, Mary
Ann Reilly and Peter Reilly and her sister, Shannon
Reilly. She attended Clarkstown North High School where
she was a member of the track and field team. Upon high
school graduation, Rebecca enrolled at Manhattan College
in the Civil Engineering program. She graduated from the
Civil Engineering program in May 2014. Following
graduation, she began working at Sullivan Engineering in a
project management role. While working at Sullivan
Engineering, she pursued a Master's degree in Civil
Engineering and graduated in May 2017. Rebecca plans to
become a Professional Engineer.
She currently resides in Montclair, NJ. She enjoys
spending time with her family and friends. Rebecca enjoys
exploring new restaurants with her boyfriend, Alex.
Rebecca also enjoys traveling to new places internationally
and within the United States.
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Congratulations
John Paul Martin
The AOH is in good hands with gentlemen like you in
leadership positions.
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County Board Raffle and Party Ȯ May 23, 2018 Ȯ Stout NYC Ȯ
W.33rd St. Ȯ Come see Hell or High Water and Mary OȂDowd Ȯ
For Info or Tickets $100.00 Ȯ email nycountyAOH@gmail.com
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Congratulations to our very own
!

CONGRATULATIONS TO

MICHELLE
DALLHOFF
AND ALL OTHER 2018 HONOREES
BEING RECOGNIZED AT

THE IRISH ECHO’S
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40 UNDER
40 AWARDS

WJE
WJE ENGINEERS & ARCHITECTS, P.C.
1350 BROADWAY, SUITE 910; NEW YORK, NY 10018 212.760.2540 T

!

Brian Noonan
for being honored as one of the
Irish Echo’s 2018 40 Under 40 Award
and all the other honorees this evening!
A well deserved honor that all of us at BNC Insurance
Agency know was earned through your hard work and
commitment to growth.
Brian, John, Todd, Paul and the rest of the staff
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THE IRISH ECHO TOP 40 UNDER 40 2018
Ryan McCloskey
Where you live: Basking
Ridge, NJ
Place of Birth: New
Brunswick, NJ
Age: 33
Status: Married
Family: I am the youngest
of six children; four sisters
(Shannon, Michelle, Kerri,
Heather) and one brother
(Roger). My mother,
Fionula, grew up in Co.
Waterford and emigrated
to the US where she met
and married my father,
George McCloskey, a first
generation Irish-American
proudly raised in Brooklyn, New York. My beautiful wife is
Cheryl and we are proud doggy parents to our Irish Glen of
Imaal Terrier, Lucky McLovin'.
First Job: IT Specialist for an Antique Center
What it taught me: The power of customer service,
responsibility and technology. I began working for the
Antique Center in the late 90's just as the world of Ecommerce was gaining steam. Although wearing many
hats at the time, I was primarily responsible for managing
their online presence including website and email
marketing. I also set up and maintained their computer
systems including the point of sale solution and security
camera system. Being a high school student serving an
integral role in the success of this small business taught
me responsibility. Working with customers both in the
store and via online channels taught me how great
customer service translates to strong, long-term
relationships and ultimately drives a business' ability to be
successful. Utilizing my technical skills and observing how
the Internet and computers transformed the way small
businesses operated taught me the power of technology.
Current Company and position: Owner of Computer
Sharp, Inc., a technology services firm serving small to
medium sized businesses, libraries, religious centers and
non-profits in Northern New Jersey.
Best advice you could give someone starting out:
Communication and education are key pillars to success in
life. Education should continue even after finishing school.
Employers might look at education status as a standard
baseline benchmark but a constant thirst to learn more,
gain experience and be a problem solver in your chosen
career path will give you the competitive edge every time.
Communication is equally important as education.
Network, but more specifically find a way to connect with
those who can help get you to where you'd like to be. Don't
be afraid to ask for help and if there is someone who you
respect that can serve as your mentor then learn all you
can from them. But remember that you are your own best
advocate. Excellent writing and public speaking skills will
help sell what you have to offer and set you up for success.
Try to approach every career problem and life challenge
with a positive attitude and strive to be a mover and a
shaker.
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. My wife and I met line dancing at a country western bar
2. I drove across country when I was 19 to work at a dude
ranch
3. My brother and I share the same birthday (August 20th)
but seven years apart
yan grew up in Long Valley, New Jersey and
graduated from West Morris Central High School in
2002. Ryan overcame health challenges as young
child which inspired him to thrive academically in college.
He earned two Associate Degrees at the County College of
Morris, one in Business Administration and the other in
Computer Science. He also received his Bachelor's Degree
in Economics and Psychology at Rutgers University and is
currently pursuing a Master's in History at Seton Hall
University.
Ryan always had an entrepreneurial spirit and a love
for technology. His love for technology began at a young
age when he would often visit the local public library to
play on the computers, eventually utilizing his skills to
help small local businesses and residents with their
technology needs. Ryan believes in our communities and
the impact a strong community library can have on its
citizens. He also believes in leveraging technology to unite
people and help them thrive. After graduating college,
Ryan served as the IT Manager for a large public Library in
New Jersey where he attended technology and library
conferences as well as co-chaired technology advisory
committees.
In 2010, Ryan formed his own business Computer
Sharp, Inc. to be able to better serve the needs of libraries,

R

religious centers, non-profits and small businesses in
Northern New Jersey. His business is often sought out by
directors and business owners to provide affordable
technology solutions, guidance and planning. Ryan
volunteers his technical expertise with the local chamber
of commerce as well as an organization which supports
veteran-run businesses.
Besides technology, Ryan has a love for dancing, Irish
music and traveling. Growing up, he often visited relatives
in Ireland and attended summer camps there as a young
teenager. He is now sharing his Irish culture with his wife,
Cheryl, and their Irish Glen of Imaal Terrier, Lucky McLovin'
in their home in Basking Ridge, New Jersey. He enjoys
returning to Ireland often and is looking forward to
showing his in-laws around the beautiful country in May
2018.

Sister Kathleen
Dougherty
Where
you
live:
Covington, Kentucky
Place of Birth: Raleigh
Age: 22
Status: Single
Family: I am the oldest
daughter in a family of
eight, four boys and four
girls. My immediate
family is Mother Shannon, Father - Charles,
Siblings - Patrick, Kevin,
Brianne, John (Jack),
Kelly, Julie, and eightyear-old Mark. My great
grandparents are from,
and I have many relatives
still that reside in, Portglenone in Northern Ireland.
First Job: Created my own business organizing people's
homes.
What it taught me: This business combined many of my
passions in work. I enjoy creating something new. serving
others, meeting new people and adding some peace to
their lives.
Current Company and position: Catholic Sister in the
order of The Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org/ The Daughters of Mary serve the poor
through the Rose Garden Home Mission Center for Hope
and
Healing
https://www.facebook.com/RoseGardenMission/
in
Covington, KY. At our Mission, we uphold the dignity of
each human person who comes to us in need, by offering
help and hope through Prayer, Pregnancy Care assistance,
nutrition from our St. Francis Food Pantry and primary
health care at the Rose Garden Center for Hope & Healing
free medical clinic and free dental clinic.
In the spirit of Saint Francis, the Daughters give to him
who asks (Mt. 5:42) without question and without cost
(Mt. 10:8) serving Jesus in the poor, hungry, thirsty, ill,
estranged, naked & lonely (Mt. 25:34-41).
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Look
at your work/life journey as a series of green lights.
“People ask me how I knew I had a vocation. I think I was
just always on this path. When you come to an intersection
and the light is green, you don’t ask yourself, should I go?
Do I stop? You just go, the light is green. At every point
God has given me green lights, so I just kept taking the
next step.”
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. At eight years old, after celebrating my First Holy
Communion, I stood at the end of a long rectangular table
and made an announcement, “I just want you to know, I’m
never going to wear another white dress again because I’m
going to be a nun.”
2. I was blessed with the opportunity to walk the Camino
de Santiago by myself and travel all through Ireland and
Europe in my Junior year of College.
3. You can be incredibly happy when you give everything
over to Christ and follow His plan for your life.
fter graduating from the Franciscan University of
Steubenville Ohio, USA with a degree in business
management, Kathleen has dedicated her life to uphold
the dignity of each human person by becoming a Catholic
Sister in the order of The Franciscan Daughters of Mary
www.fdofmary.org/ The Daughters of Mary serve the poor
through the Rose Garden Home Mission Center for Hope and
Healing https://www.facebook.com/RoseGardenMission/ in
Covington, KY. Sister Kathleen is very appreciative of this
award, not particularly for herself as much as to heighten
recognition for the poor in the world and to possibly inspire
others to serve in whatever capacity they can.

Timothy Kochka
Where you live: Brooklyn,
NY
Place of Birth: Clifton, NJ
Age: 35
Family:
Grandparents
John and Mary Feenan
are
descendants
of
immigrants from Belfast,
N. Ireland. Mother and
Father - Michael and
Madonna
Kochka;
brothers and sisters-inlaw - Michael and Lauren
Kochka, John and Eireann
Kochka,
and
Daniel
Kochka
First Job: Riverdance
What it taught me: I was
hired as a dancer in Riverdance at age 17. Being part of
this world-renowned show at such a young age taught me
the value of professionalism, extremely hard work, and
being on time!!
Current Company and position: I currently work as a
special educator at Professional Pathways High School in
Brooklyn, NY. I also perform with the Darrah Carr Dance
Company, a NYC based dance company that fuses
traditional Irish dance and contemporary modern dance.
Best advice you could give someone starting out: Work
harder and smarter than everyone one else. That way you'll
become so good that people will have no choice but to
notice you.
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1. I'm obsessed with the Oscars. Every year I see every one
of the best picture nominees.
2. I can play classical violin.
3. I don't cook. My refrigerator is used as storage for all my
empty Tupperware containers
ne of the greatest gifts Timothy Kochka ever
received was from his Irish grandparents, John and
Mary Feenan. From a young age they instilled in him
a love of Irish music and dance. This love would grow to
become his lifelong passion and career. At age thirteen,
Timothy’s parents, Michael and Madonna Kochka, signed
him up for Irish dance lessons at the Davis Academy of
Irish Dance. Soon after, Tim became very involved in the
competitive world of Irish dance. He has the distinction of
winning the World Irish Dance Championships two times
(Glasgow 2002 and Belfast 2004), the All Ireland
Championships three times and the North American Irish
Dance Championships three times. At the 2004 World Irish
Dance Championships, Tim scored 900 points and was the
only dancer at that year’s championship to achieve a
perfect score. After his very successful competitive career,
Tim went on to perform in the Broadway shows Riverdance
and The Pirate Queen. He has also toured extensively
throughout North America and Asia with Riverdance. He
has had the privilege of performing at Radio City Music
Hall, Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, NY City Center, The
Joyce Theater, The Pantages Theater, New Jersey
Performing Arts Center, and Hershey Park. Television
appearances include, The View, Good Morning America,
The Today Show, The Ellen Show and Dancing with the
Stars. Currently, Tim can be seen preforming with the
Darrah Carr Dance Company, a New York City based
company that fuses traditional Irish dance and
contemporary modern dance. In the fall of 2005, Tim
passed his T.C.R.G. examination, the certification to teach
Irish Dance. Tim graduated with honors from the BFA
Dance program at Montclair State University and is
currently pursuing his master’s degree in special
education from LIU in Brooklyn, NY.
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Sponsor of Lansdowne Yonkers FC
U.S. National Amateur Champions 2017
http://www.lansdownebhoysfc.com
LansdowneYonkersFC.com
Are proud to support

Irish Echo Top 40 Under 40
And congratulate nominees

Aiden Corr and Austin Friel

Emerald American Stone Fabrication & Maintenance
110 W 40th Street Suite 1209 New York NY 10018
: 1 (646)-559-1729; ac@emeraldtileinc.com
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Congratulations
UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School,
Dublin, Ireland, proudly congratulates UCD Alumni
Darragh O’Flaherty, Vice President at Owl Rock Capital
Conall McGonagle, COO/CFO at KBC Bank USA and
Head of ACAUS (NY)
Bernard Mooney, Manager at Macquarie Group and
Marketing Director at the Irish Network Houston
James Merrick, Co-Founder Stanford Irish Association
for their professional achivements and their Irish Echo ‘Top 40 Under 40’ Awards.

Business. Imagined Better. Together.

www.smurfitschool.ie

Congratulations
To all the 2018 Top 40 Under 40 Award Winners
Maeve Flanagan
Laura Hamilton
James O’Neill
Conor McCoy
Clive Anderson
Rebecca Reilly
Kevin Brady
Megan Corcoran
Aidan Corr
Desmond Dahill
Michelle Dallhoff
Joseph Davis
Sr. Kathleen Dougherty
Michael Faloon

Daniel Flynn
Austin Friel
James Hanley
Patricia Hogan
Des Kennedy
Timothy Kochka
Brian Leary
Kerry Lee
Kieran Mahoney
John Paul Martin
Ryan McCloskey
Nicola McCusker
Brittany McDonough
James McGlashin

Conall McGonagle
Katie McKeever
James Merrick
Bernard Mooney
Kathleen Murphy
Neil Murtagh
Brian Noonan
Darragh O'Flaherty
Andrew Pearson
Rachel Quigley
Rebecca Reilly
Michelle Serpa
Michael Sill

