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THE IRISH COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARDS 2017
Bernadette Linnane
Place of birth: Ardrahan, Co. Galway 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community? A
passion for golf and enjoyment from
doing something to the best of
ability. Satisfaction on seeing one be
the best they can be by challenging
themselves in skill and
competiveness. Worked with head
coach of Molloy College, (Bill
Nicholas) who inspired me to do Site
-Director at the various City Parks,
mainly Kissena (mostly Chinese

kids) Baisley Park (mostly Jamaican kids), Cunningham Field
(mostly Russian kids/American), Flushing Meadows (mostly
Mexican/Brazilian and South American. Pelham Park and Haffen
Park (mostly Hispanic). Junior Golf Academy at Dyker Beach,
Brooklyn (with Gregg Gaulaucher who was top pro with Jack
Nicholas)where we have advance kids and kids who take the
game more serious and can achieve high standard and even
College Scholarships. Over past eight years under Sports
Director City Parks of Mike Silverman, the facility has grown and
some of the kids have achieved immense success at top golf
events. I have a passion for the game and got involved with
EWGA (Executive Women’s Golf) which promotes lady golfers to
learn the game, play at a high level, have fun and socialize. I
became a RULES OFFICIAL with MGA (Metropolitan Golf
Association) which officiated at major tournaments. Some of my
highlights were Women’s Open at Shinnecock in Long Island
and PGA at Baltrusol in NJ getting up close with top players.
Also fortunate to train with Judy Alverez head LPGA teaching
professional with people with disabilities. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change?Helps shape the lives of young people from all
walks of life, race and gender, by reinforcing values such as;
integrity, respect and perseverance. Interacting population of
various cultures at a common social sport. Boys and girls
interact and compete without discrimination. We teach positive
attitude with an open mind through our core values of •Integrity,
•Courtesy, •Sportsmanship, •Confidence, •Responsibility,
•Perseverance, •Respect, •Honesty, •Judgement. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? This programme is FREE, to all children ages 7 to 24,
and we provide venues, and equipment without cost to any
child. We need more FUNDING from city to keep up the high
attendance and be able to compete with other sports such as
basketball and soccer. As golf season is April to September (due
to NY climate) we need more indoor FACILITIES. Also as golf is a
male dominated sport, we need more females (strong ladies), to
come out and play, enjoy, compete, coach and succeed in this
game. We need more TRAINING opportunities for COACHES to
keep up with standards to ENCOURAGE youth in inner city
communities to be Leaders and Role Models.
As it takes about 4 to 5 hours to play an 18 hole round of golf,

it can be time consuming so we need INCENTIVES to motivate
juniors turning into adults to continue this game for life. A game
that can be played with man/woman/brother/
sister/parent/grandparent...the game does not require a team or
ability level (as we have handicap system). As Mohamad Ali
(Boxer) said "I hated every minute of training, but I said "Don't
Quit", suffer now and live the rest of your life as a CHAMPION" 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? Through the game of golf, young people's lives are
impacted with educational programs that build character,
instilling life enhancing values and promote healthy choices
within individuals. Youths who may not have the opportunity to
get exposed to the game are empowered to grow and build skills
in other areas of life, school, home and community. Creates good
citizenship, leaders, who learn to react, and pursue success
despite obstacles. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  Played golf in a fourball with Rory McIlroy. (top Irish Golfer) 
2.  Love flowers and plants. (have been known to plant /sow
flowers in various golf courses) 
3.  Kicked a field goal at a Jets/Patriots game at half-time in
Giants Stadium. (20 years ago). 

Unique Champion in every field. Graduate of College of Mount
Saint Vincent and Ultrasound Diagnostic School majoring in Echo
vascular procedures. Works full time as Staff Nurse at local NY
Hospital. Worked as travel nurse in Honolulu at Thipler Army
Medical Base. Represented Westchester Comm. College at Junior
College National Golf Finals in Florida and placed in top ten. (was
first female golfer to qualify on Westchester Comm. College all
male team). Spare time and weekends are occupied at City Parks
Youth Golf Programs. 30,000 plus kids from all five boroughs are
served in youth development - through golf coaching and
instruction. Founder member of Links at Unionvale.

Colleen Lucey
Place of birth: Houston, TX 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? My grandfather,
James Thomas McNamara, was a
native of County Clare and
immigrated to the United States in
1950. My grandfather and entire Irish-
American family instilled a passion
for community service from an early
age. Some of my most vivid
memories from childhood are
attending charity fundraising events
around Houston. We loved to support

great initiatives while celebrating our Irish heritage. We were
always in attendance at the St. Patrick's Day Parade, especially to

watch my grandfather and uncle play the bagpipes with the
Houston Highlander Band. My family taught me that giving back
to the community through service and engagement is a crucial
component of living a happy and meaningful life. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? As an educator, I think we can learn a lot from
one another. I try and instill in students a belief that we learn best
when we are open to the opinions of others. For instance, I
volunteer teaching literature and writing at a local correctional
facility. This has opened my eyes to the difficulties many at-risk
youth face today. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? The most difficult challenges are often the ones we
face on a daily basis. I think the advent of new technology impacts
the way we think and function in the world. I notice, for instance,
that I use my phone more now than ever. With the progress
technology brings, it can also isolate us--both from one another
and ourselves. I think media literacy and learning how to use
technology in responsible ways is one of the most difficult
challenges we face. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? I come into contact with hundreds of students a year and I
always learn from them. As a university professor, I find one of the
most exciting components of my job is hearing what service my
students are doing. They always inspire me to do more in the
community! 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I love spending time outdoors. 
2.  My favorite writer is Anton Chekhov. 
3.  I enjoy watching film classics, especially Westerns. 

Dr. Colleen Lucey holds a PhD from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison in Slavic Languages and Literature. She is an assistant
professor at the University of Arizona where she teaches classes
on Russian language, literature, and culture. Dr. Lucey's research
interests include the image of the fallen woman in literature and
visual culture and performance studies. She has published on the
writings of Fyodor Dostoevsky and Vsevolod Garshin. In addition
to literary scholarship, Dr. Lucey has published Russian language
pedagogical materials, including Russian Folktales: A Reader for
Students of Russian (Hackett Publishing, 2016).

Timothy D. Lynch 
Place of birth: Dublin, Ireland 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? People have told
me that one makes one’s own luck. In
my case, I know that this is not true. I
have been so very fortunate with my
personal and professional life and
been on the receiving end of much
assistance from family, friends and
colleagues, that I thought it was time
to rebalance this tipped over scale by
giving something back to my

community. Being an engineer of limited skills at anything other
than buildings related issues, I went to our own New York City
Building Department to see if they would take me on. They did,
and I've been an engineer for the buildings department for the last
12 years. The work is often tough, such as when we're dealing with
displaced family or residents resulting from fire damaged homes,
large weather events, or construction accidents. The upside is that
it’s rewarding being part of a team of a city who are able to bring
clarity and prompt decision making to the situation and try and
get everyone back to normalcy. So, every day I turn up early, try to
do something good for our community, and earn my keep. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? For me, helping my community is dovetailed
into my professional life. It’s all about public safety. Working as a
public servant has allowed me to better educate our residents and
our construction community as to the safety measures necessary
to keep our 1M existing buildings standing. With the help of my
colleagues, I have done this through many one-on-one meetings
and many group meetings. To get a better understanding of our
building laws, rules and regulations, one has to keep at this, day
in day out. One cannot take a passive role when the safety of our
community is involved. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? I have been working now for 30 years and it would be
fair to say that I have acquired a broad understanding of my
professional field as this relates to New York City’s community of
1M buildings and our 8.5M residents. I started my professional
career in a paper based industry. This is now almost completely
digital. I have found keeping current with technological
development is a challenge. This seems to me more so now than
in the past and my experience has been that the rate of change in
this area has increased tremendously. For me, one of the biggest
challenges is transferring my generation’s collective knowledge to
the current school and college generation who have been totally
raised in a digital universe. I believe that there is never too much
effort spent on patiently educating our youth or our community.
The yield is immense. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I typically read 3 or 4 nonfiction books at the same time and
nearly always have a radio playing classical music on in the
background. 
2.  I have no television or kitchen in my apartment. I have a second
apartment in my complex and my wife and I commute between
the two. 
3.  I nearly never go into a swimming pool or the ocean yet nearly
always vacation by the beach. 

I was born in Dublin Ireland in 1962. My father was a veterinary
surgeon and my mother was a general contractor. I am the
youngest in my family. I attended Castleknock College boarding
school and obtained an engineering degree from Queens
University Belfast. After three years of work experience in London,

I arrived in New York. I worked as a professional engineer for two
New York based private engineering design firms prior to my
current position with the New York City's Buildings Department. I
have been married for 15 years.

Betty McLoughlin
Place of birth: Glenamoy Co Mayo 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? I know myself,
when I came to this country, a young
immigrant, I felt home sick and alone.
I became very involved with my parish
at the time and found myself
gravitating toward Irish events. I
thought it was the greatest thing ever
to find out that there were Irish
organizations available to join. I found
great comfort and a sense of
belonging.

I realized early through my own needs, the importance of getting
involved in the Irish community. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? For me, as a member of the Irish American
Society of Nassau Suffolk and Queens for 34 years. I have forged
lifelong friendships as well as promoted Irish culture through
history, song and dance. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? It's so important to preserve our Irish history and
culture. I find our biggest obstacle is getting the younger
generation involved. Bringing in new ideas as well preserving the
old. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? Funny you would ask that question, as currently I'm
President of the Irish American Society of Nassau, Suffolk and
Queens for the 2nd time, as well as Vice President of The Mayo
Society of NY, and Past President of the Rosary Society of Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, Bayside. I am fortunate to have
great teams behind me in each of the organizations. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  That I was a natural black head and my nick name was
"Blackie" 
2.  Born on the River Moy in Glenamoy and I hate fish. 
3.  I don't drink wine 

Betty McLoughlin was born to Pat and Kate Irwin in Lenarevagh,
Glenamoy. She was one of five children, Mary Cunningham and
Nora Noone both deceased and brothers George and Philip who
both remain in Ireland, Kildare and Mayo respectively.
Betty came to the USA by way of Philadelphia in 1962. But the

nightlife of Philly was no match for the great fun of NYC and the
Jaeger House. So after a year of weekend visits, she relocated to
NYC. Betty found work at Patricia Murphy’s and found the man of
her dreams, Jim – a fine lad from Drumkeerin, County Leitrim.

Kathleen Allison Mulvey 
Place of birth: San Antonio, Texas 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? I wanted to know
more about the Irish in Texas, and
specifically in San Antonio. I also
wanted to connect with my Irish
ancestry. 
How do you think your community
work has brought about positive
change? I want to share what I have
learned with everyone, especially
children! Through my involvement
with the Harp and Shamrock Society's

"Passport to Ireland" which teaches children about an ancient
culture; one that is rich with tradition and prizes education.
"Passport to Ireland" is achieving this by introducing children to
the Ogham, one of the oldest written languages in the world. As
part of "Passport" activities, children can write their names in
either Ogham or the Uncial Alphabet. I include a little history
lesson (by telling them that these are the 2 oldest alphabets in
Ireland). The children are given "passports" with approximately
four questions to answer. They find the answers by visiting a
series of stops along their "journey" through Ireland-without
leaving South Texas. This has been a very successful project for
us! 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? We still need to educate the public on the role the Irish
have played in building South Texas, and San Antonio into the
vibrant area that it is today. We are taking segments of "Passport"
on the road to local children's shelters, and community events.
We also need to encourage more families to explore their culture. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? I am a pre-kindergarten teacher, so I am comfortable
interacting with children of all ages, but the little ones have a
special place in my heart! I love dancing, reading and interacting
with them! I am really just a big kid at heart! 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  That I love to sing! 
2.  I'm a pretty good cook! 
3.  There isn't too much that intimidates me. 

I am a native of San Antonio, Texas. I'm also a newlywed - Gerry
and I have been married for about 2 1/2 years. We love San
Antonio, but when school is out for both of us (Gerry is a professor
at the University of The Incarnate Word) we head to our second
home in Williamsburg, VA.
I work as a substitute teacher in a small Episcopal school. I am

currently finishing a Master’s in Education after a 13 year delay.
Luckily, I believe that teachers are also students!
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THE IRISH COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARDS 2017
Elissa O'Brien
Place of birth: Houston, Texas 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community? I first
joined the Harp & Shamrock Society
of Texas in 2007 because I was
interested in meeting other people
of Irish heritage, mainly to socialize
and form friendships. As I became
more involved in the society, I
learned there was much more to it
than that. The more I volunteered in
activities such as Founders Day,
Irish Heritage Day, and the Alamo

Wreath-laying, the more I saw the importance of spreading
awareness of Irish culture and history, and the many
contributions of the Irish in Texas throughout its history. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? I believe that many people in San Antonio
and surrounding areas are more aware of the Irish presence in
the community. Membership in the Harp & Shamrock Society is
growing, and we are frequently invited to participate in Celtic
festivals and community outreach projects such as the annual
Holiday Feast of Sharing. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? Although we have made great progress, I think
there is still much work to be done in promoting awareness and
education of the Irish contributions within Texas both today and
throughout state history. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? My career as a teacher and as a pediatric nurse gave me
strong customer service skills and the ability to relate to many
different kinds of people. These skills have proven invaluable to
me in going out in the community and advocating for the
society at various events. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me.
1.  I am fluent in Spanish. 
2.  I am a descendant of one of the fallen heroes of the Alamo. 
3.  I am a classically trained singer, and was a mezzo soprano
with the Texas Bach Choir in San Antonio for four seasons in the
1970s. 

Elissa joined the Harp & Shamrock Society of Texas in 2007 and
was first elected to the Board of Directors in 2009. In 2013, she
assumed the position of Membership Committee Chair, a
position she still holds, and is currently serving her second term
as Second Vice President. Professionally, Elissa was a high
school teacher of History and Spanish for 21 years before
becoming a Registered Nurse in 1994. She retired from
University Hospital, Newborn Nursery, in 2014.

Edmond Patrick O'Dea
Place of birth:Woodside, New York 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community?
When I became a New York City
Police Department Patrolman in
1984, I felt compelled to assist the
very less fortunate people in whose
communities I served to protect. I
wanted to bring that commitment to
serving the children and parents in
my very own community. As a
member of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, along with the Ladies

Ancient Order of Hibernians and American Legion Post 329 in
Pearl River, our groups have strived to serve the community and
surrounding areas with our enormous, successful charity work
and functions assisting those less fortunate. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? As a board member of the Orangetown
Substance Abuse Committee I'd like to believe that my services
have helped to bring awareness to members of my community
with respect to the ongoing problems of drug use among our
young people and to aid their parents in seeking help at the first
sign of distress. I also believe that by helping special needs
children and young adults to feel included and active in the
community brings them a sense of belonging and value. In
2013, I headed a committee to open a Rockland Chapter of The
Lourdes Kids of Rockland, whose mission is to allow children
and young adults with special needs to travel to Our Blessed
Mother's Grotto in Lourdes, France during Easter week, along
with volunteers serving as helpers, doctors, and nurses. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? The drug epidemic among our youth is still
prevalent and relevant. The education of parents and teenagers
in an effort to halt the abuse is challenging and ongoing. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? My career as a Detective in The Drug Enforcement Task
Force has given me the intelligence and protocol to protect and
serve my community, while implementing means to bring
positive change. I believe service is the key to success. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I love to ride my old, rinky dink bicycle! 
2. I love to sing Irish songs, even though I can't carry a tune! 
3. I would spend my last dollar on a chocolate bar! 

I was born and raised in Woodside, NY. In 1986 I married my
wife Lorraine (Myers). We have three adult children, Ryan, Erin
and Brendan. In 1994 we moved to Pearl River, becoming very
active in our community. We are members of St. Margaret's
Parish. I hold a Major Degree with the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, Division 3, serving as 2016 Aide to the Grand
Marshal at Pearl River's annual St. Patrick's Day Parade. My
work on the Orangetown Substance Abuse Commitee and

Lourdes Kids of Rockland has brought immense personal
gratification, which I hope continues benefiting our youth.

Niall O'Leary 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community? I am
motivated by love of country, love of
culture, and love of people...in no
particular order! 
How do you think your community
work has brought about positive
change? I am the proud bearer of
traditions passed on to me by my
elders, and I have imparted those
traditions to others...I have added to
them, and I am very proud to see
others add to them also. 

What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? The main challenges are apathy, disinterest, and
lack of self-worth relating to one's own culture. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? My training has helped me to stay true to my belief in
what I do. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I like Mexican food 
2.  I LOVE chocolate 
3.  I am a mad soccer fan 

NIALL O'LEARY, TCRG, ADCRG, is a former All-Ireland and World
Champion Irish dancer from Dublin. His teachers included Kevin
Massey, proclaimed by Michael Flatley to be the greatest Irish
dancer ever, and Rory O'Connor. Niall performs regularly as a
solo artist, in duet with Darrah Carr, and with Mick Moloney’s
Green Fields of America. He is the Director of the Niall O'Leary
School of Irish Dance in NYC, Florida and Mexico. He conducts
masterclasses around the US, Ireland, Japan, Vietnam and
Cuba. He is the Artistic Director of the IAC NYC Irish Dance
Festival on Sunday May 7th, 2017. www.nialloleary.com

William Spencer Reilly
Place of birth: New York City 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community? I
almost lost a young family member
to alcohol and drug addiction 12
years ago. That changed my life and
was part of the impetus for starting
Sober St. Patrick's Day®, thanks to
the former Consul General, Noel
Kilkenny, the national Recovery
Community, and family-friendly
organizations and individuals. 
How do you think your community

work has brought about positive change? Making more
people aware that binge drinking on St. Patrick's Day not only
damages the reputation of the Irish, and is sending the wrong
message to young people about the true purpose of the day, but
also that the abuse of alcohol affects the entire family - not just
the person with the drinking problem 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? Having people realize that we're not at all against
people having a drink or two on St. Patrick's Day (as long as
they're of age and not in recovery); that we're simply against
people using St. Patrick’s Day as an excuse to get drunk. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? Yes. Articulating this message has hit a big chord with
many people in other cities in America and in Ireland. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  That my Irish great grandfather, John Cullen, got kicked out
of the house at 16 for becoming a Catholic. 
2.  That I love to hang out at the bar and enjoy the local craic. 
3.  That before I became a theater and television producer, I was
an actor (and have secret longings to become one again!) 

I grew up in Stuyvesant Town, went to Fordham Prep and
Fordham University; apprenticed with the Yale Rep and became
an actor. After three years and many roles, I decided I preferred
to eat on a regular basis, and so, I became a producer. I served
as Program Director of The American Theatre Wing (founders of
the TONY Awards); was Founding Executive Director of The
Tribeca Center for the Performing Arts; produced Fordham
University's Sesquicentennial Celebration, became President of
Sea Lion Productions, then President of Lightworks Pictures,
and now am Executive Director of The Sheen Center for Thought
& Culture

A. Warren Scullin 
Place of birth: Queens, New York 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community? I was
raised to believe that it is the duty of
a person to make a difference in this
life. As a child I saw my mother
volunteer her time as a religious
education teacher to children with
special needs. I also saw the direct
positive action of my father in his
community involvement as a CYO
Track Coordinator for the Diocese of
Brooklyn. 

When I attended St. John's University I learned from the
Vincentians the pride a person feels in helping others and
improving their community. I applied their teachings and

became the President of the University's Irish Society.
After graduation I continued my involvement in the Irish
American community and became a member of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. The A.O.H.'s one hundred and eighty-one
year history of community service inspired me to press on and
in making a positive contribution to my community. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change?
As a charter member of the Glor na nGael Pipes and Drums
Society, we expanded the Irish cultural experience in the New
York City area with our musical performances at parades and
other events. As a member of the Cill Cais Players, I participated
in theater performances about the 1916 Rising that increased
knowledge of the lives and actions of the signers of the
Proclamation. 
As a member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians for nearly 23
years, we have raised thousands of dollars for charities serving
the diverse members of the Irish American community. I have
also coordinated efforts with fellow Hibernians to assist people
who are ill or in financial distress. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? That people must understand that social media
friendships are as ethereal as the internet itself. Real world
relationships and memories develop from individuals meeting
at the crossroads, talking around the table and just getting
together. Keeping the tradition alive is always worth it, in that it
adds not only to our lives but to our part in the larger Irish
American community of 2017. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? As an assistant property manager for a New York City
non-profit housing agency, I have learned that one of the
greatest needs across America is affordable housing. Affordable
housing not only improves the lives of its residents but adds to
the stability and strength of the entire community itself. It
preserves safe and comfortable living, allows seniors to remain
in their own neighborhoods (an issue affecting many elderly
Irish Americans) and reduces homelessness while providing a
community with a vibrant middle class.
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I still have my St. John's University's Irish Society
membership card from the time I was a freshman. 
2.  I walked the length of Manhattan on Broadway from Marble
Hill to Battery Park one New Year's Day. 
3.  I donated a brick in memory of my father, Arthur Warren
Scullin Sr., in Madison Square Garden through the Garden of
Dreams Foundation for children. 

The St. John’s graduate was born in Flushing to his parents
Arthur Sr., who worked for Marsh & McClellan and Catherine, a
history teacher in NYC schools. He is married to his wife
Maureen, nee Miller. They and their son Ethan live in
Massapequa, Long Island. He is currently employed by a non–
profit NYC Housing Association as an Assistant Property
Manager.
Warren joined the AOH at 23, serving the Order in numerous

offices at all levels. He has been honored by the Order for his
service by being named Man of the Year in 2012 and Aide to the
Grand Marshal for the NYC St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 2013.
Along with his active Hibernian activities he served as a lector
and Youth Representative at Saint Kevin’s Church in Flushing,
NY, President of the Irish Society at St. John’s, a founding
member of the Glor na nGael Pipe band, a member of the
County Antrim Society, a member of the Cill Cais Players theater
group and on the board of the nascent Bayside St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee.

Bob Tierney
Place of birth: CT. 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community?
Always very interested in
government and politics. After law
school and moving to NYC, I
volunteered for the election
campaign of Congressman Ed
Koch. And this led to a life of
exciting and important public
service. 
How do you think your community
work has brought about positive

change?My years as Chair of the NYC Landmarks Commission
led to the creation of dozens of protected historic districts, in
most instances strongly supported by the communities and
neighborhoods involved. Very much of a grassroots effort. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? Being a lawyer and a government professional has
helped to bring communities together in the common goals of
preserving and protecting their history and built environment. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  Was an altar boy at St. Lawrence's Church in West Haven, CT
in 1955. 
2.  Fanatic jazz fan, spending many hours in the great and quite
numerous jazz clubs in New York City. 
3.  Referred to by Mayor Koch as one of the charter members of
what he called his "Irish Mafia", a group of close advisors. 

Born in West Haven, CT. to first generation Irish American
parents. Graduated Yale, and Vanderbilt Law School. Joined
NYC law firm, Milbank Tweed, started a life of great public
service with Governor Hugh Carey from 1975-78, then Counsel
to Mayor Ed Koch from 1978-84, and returned to private sector
with AT&T, until 2002, when I started an 11 1/2 year run in Mayor
Mike Bloomberg's administration as Chair of the City's
Landmarks Commission. 
Currently serving as Trustee of the Fund for the City of New

York.
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3129 Bailey Avenue, Bronx, NY 10463 • T: 718-601-4470

Sean Mackin • John Kelly • Sean Higgins

All of us at Preferred Mechanical Inc. salute 

Ciaran and Orlaith Staunton 
and support the vital work of the 

Rory Staunton Foundation, winner of the 
Community Champions “Giving Life Award.” 

Sean Mackin, President


