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The idea of community is some-
thing that we all cherish, but some-
times, perhaps, take a little for
granted.
Much of the time we go about our

daily lives as individuals, or as
members of families.
The broader concept of commu-

nity does enter our consideration
of course, sometimes in a positive context, some-
times in a situation in which one or more of us
might be under pressure or stress.

Think 9/11 or Superstorm Sandy. Or in the
more specific context of the Irish community in
New York, the death of Rory Staunton.

It’s in difficult times that we look for the head-
line about the community “coming together.”

We all understand that if that line was nowhere
to be seen we would be in, to say the least, a spot
of bother.

In the normal run if things our communities
depend for their health and wellbeing on individ-
uals and groups reaching out, taking an extra
step, going that extra mile.

It’s fair to say that most of the work undertak-
en by people we would recognize as being com-
munity champions goes largely unseen and unac-
knowledged. And that’s as most would have it.

But from time to time we like to see what is
being done to make life easier and better for
people; we like to acknowledge this work and
reward it, if for no other reason than for the pos-
sibility that by holding unselfish acts up to the
light we might just inspire others to follow, to
pitch in, to themselves take that extra step for
others.

Back in 1996, the Irish Echo held an awards
event at the Irish Consulate in Manhattan to honor
individuals who fell under the definition of
“Unsung Hero.”

What we learned at the time as a result of peo-
ple nominating their unsung heroes was both sur-
prising and inspiring.

We’re in the business of news and knowing
things but the unsung heroes who stepped into the
light that evening twenty-one years ago were as
surprising to us as they were remarkable in their

previously, mostly unsung, lives.
Unsung Heroes was a one off event. But we

never forgot the impression that it made on us. 
And in the intervening years we have not for-

gotten that there are folks out there who, every
day, work to make the world a better place.

Most of the effort takes place under the radar,
though in the case of organizations such as the
Rory Staunton Foundation, the work is of a more
public nature.

Regardless of the precise nature of the work,
and drawing on the spirit of those unsung heroes
from 1996, we held our inaugural Community
Champions Awards event at Rosie O’Grady’s in
Manhattan last year. The awards were well

received and, in truth, we were not surprised.
People want to acknowledge the best in their fel-
lows. The Echo simply provided an opportunity
and venue.

And we do so again this week with the second
annual Community Champions Awards, again at
Rosie’s.

We hope that the privilege of being able to
honor our Community Champions from all over
the United States is something we can continue
doing in the years ahead - and by doing so, pre-
senting the extraordinary work of individual and
organizations to a broader audience than other-
wise might be the case, and helping make our
world that little bit better for all.

The Irish American
Society of Nassau,
Suffolk, Queens

Included in the Community Champions
Awards is a special award for a community organ-

ization that works to promote and enhance the
cause and values of the broader Irish American
community.

Our winner of the “Open Door Award” for
2017 is the Irish American Society of Nassau,
Suffolk, Queens, and the award will be accepted
on behalf of the society by its president, Betty
McLoughlin. 

The Mineola-based society’s purpose, in its

own words, is to “promote, preserve and perpetu-
ate the art, culture and traditions of Ireland.”

And it does so by offering an array of classes,
sessions and social gatherings that take place on
just about every day of each month.

The Irish Echo offers our congratulations to the
Irish American Society and wish its dedicated
members the very best in the years ahead.

❖   ❖   ❖
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“In all our lives we are touched by special
people who leave a mark and a memory
that will never be forgotten. Such a person
was Rory Staunton.

“Though he was only 12 when he left us,
Rory had achieved so much and inspired so
many people, a fact that became evident
during the massive outpouring of grief after
his untimely death. Among those that
offered their sympathies were President
Barack Obama, President Clinton, his wife
Hillary and Irish President, Michael D.
Higgins.

“At his New York memorial over 1,400
people gathered to hear about the legacy of
a young boy who meant so much to so
many, and whose passing inspired us never
to forget him, and also to ensure that no
other families will face the profound grief
his family suffered.

“Rory died from Sepsis, a preventable
disease, that if recognized early enough
would have been treated successfully. He
received a cut from a fall in the gym at his
school. A deadly toxin entered his body as a
result. Early recognition would have saved
him. Unfortunately that did not happen for
Rory, but this gentle boy would want more
than anything to ensure that no other child
or family would go through what he and his
loving parents Ciaran and Orlaith and his
sister Kathleen and their extended family
suffered.

“Rory always looked out for others, he
was the kid who took the side of a bullied
child, a fact attested to by his classmates.
He led a campaign in his school to ‘Spread
the Word to End the Word.’ That word was
‘retard(ed).’

“Working with the Special Olympics of
New York Rory sought to create and
embrace change and foster social responsi-
bility by eradicating the use of that word in
everyday language. Rory wrote to the North
Korean dictator asking why his people were
treated so badly.

“Rory had already flown a plane, set up
the award winning Lego Robotics Team at
his school, met President Obama, pro-
claimed JFK his hero. 

“He founded and captained the Daniel
Webster Debate Team at his school, where
his teammates had declared that ‘a debate
with Rory Staunton is a sporting event!’ 

“Rory was elected by his peers to serve
on the school’s Student Council and he was
a proud member of Project Green, a group
dedicated to creating a more environmen-
tally friendly world. All in all Rory was set to
achieve great things.

“He can still help achieve those great
things. If one child is saved as a result of the
information and knowledge on this web site
then Rory’s favorite goal in life, to help oth-
ers can be achieved.”

These words are from the website of the
Rory Staunton Foundation.

Five years after his tragic death as a
result of sepsis, the name of Rory Staunton
has not faded from public memory. Far from
it.Rory’s name has become synonymous
with a public health education campaign
that has raised awareness of sepsis to life
saving levels.

And while it would be impossible to put
an exact figure on the number of people
who are alive as a result of the campaign by
the Rory Staunton Foundation, it is fair to
say that it is not a small one.

Indeed, it could well number in the thou-
sands.

Rory, whose short life was lived in
Queens, New York, died five years ago last
month at age 12 after sepsis was diagnosed
only at a point when treatment had no

effect. He had contracted the infection from
a seemingly innocuous cut sustained in his
school gym.

Four days later, Rory was dead as a
result of septic shock.

This despite the fact that he was admit-
ted to a hospital in a city that boasts the
very highest level of medical treatment any-
where in the world.

Sepsis has been described as the lead-
ing cause of death of people admitted to
hospital.

It results from the body’s immune sys-
tem reacting to infection to such a high
degree that the result is toxic shock.

Rory, son of Orlaith and Ciaran, brother
of Kathleen, was eulogized at a memorial
service at St. Mary’s Winfield Church in
Woodside, Queens on Holy Thursday that
year, 2012.

The funeral Mass was an extraordinary
event, its profound sadness matched by the
massive outpouring of emotion and support
for the Staunton family from a community
that could scarcely believe that a 12-year-
old boy could die from an infection caused
by a cut sustained during a basketball
game.

Rory was flown to Ireland on Good Friday
for burial, his funeral taking place on Easter
Monday under an Irish sky that was as gray
as the New York sky was blue just a few
days before.

Many fine words were spoken about a
young boy who had his life taken away by a
condition that was curable if treated in time.
After the fine words came the hard ques-
tions.

And there were quite a few of those.
They were posed by Rory’s family and

others who quickly identified a significant
failing in an area of healthcare where fatal-
ity was not an inevitability.

Rory’s parents, Orlaith from County
Louth and Ciaran from County Mayo, set
about making sure that their son’s fate
would not befall others.

And so, the Rory Staunton Foundation
was born, its aim to see the creation and
codifying of a set of protocols designed to
ensure that sepsis was diagnosed rapidly
so that proper life-saving treatment could
be applied in time.

The Stauntons contacted politicians,
gave numerous interviews in print and on
TV, and took to the internet to promote the
foundation’s case, this even as they grieved
the loss of their son.

The response, at least in New York State,
was a rapid one.

Early in 2013, Governor Andrew Cuomo
announced that all hospitals in New York
State would be required to adopt evidence-

based protocols, known as “Rory’s
Regulations” for the early diagnosis and
treatment of sepsis. The regulations took
effect the following year.

The Stauntons want to see Rory’s
Regulations applied right across the United
States.

“We’re not looking for a cure for sepsis,
we’re looking for awareness. Our founda-
tion looks to change that, and to reflect how
everyone affected in America is being treat-
ed,” said Ciaran Staunton.

Given what the foundation has achieved
to date there is little reason to doubt that
this ultimate goal will be someday
achieved.

But there is still much work to be done.
As Ciaran and Orlaith explain on the

foundation’s website: “Our overriding goal
is to ensure that no other child or young
adult dies of sepsis resulting from the lack
of a speedy diagnosis and immediate med-
ical treatment.

“Our Mission: To reduce the number of
sepsis-caused deaths through raising pub-
lic awareness of sepsis through education
and awareness programs to promote faster
diagnosis and effective treatment for chil-
dren and young adults; improving medical
diagnosis of sepsis, particularly pediatric
sepsis, through the implementation of rapid
treatment protocols and improved commu-
nication between parents and medical staff
in hospitals and medical clinics; supporting
those affected by sepsis and providing a
platform for their voices to be heard.”

According to the Foundation, over sixty
percent of adults in America have never
heard of sepsis. 

The Rory Staunton Foundation is dedi-
cated to ensuring that families and medical
practitioners understand the threat of sep-
sis and have the knowledge they need to
keep their loved ones and patients safe.

So the foundation additionally seeks to
educate a new generation to protect itself
against sepsis. It has developed an educa-
tion module for middle and high school stu-
dents examining the science of infectious
diseases with a focus on sepsis. 

The module, entitled “PROJECT SEPSIS:
Infection, Detection & the Immune System,”
was piloted in New York City classrooms in
September, 2015, and is now available to
school districts, principals, and teachers. It
meets Centers for Disease Control National
Health Education Standards, Common Core
Standards, and AP Biology Curriculum
Framework.

The Foundation is additionally develop-
ing a sepsis education program for youth
groups and elementary schools. 

In September 2015 the Foundation
launched a national sepsis awareness cam-
paign to educate the public about the
“Signs of Sepsis.” 

Through conferences, webinars, blogs,
and forums, the Foundation works to edu-
cate the medical community about the
human face of sepsis and the importance of
implementing and observing strict proto-
cols to improve early diagnosis and treat-
ment.

At the 2015 forum, the Foundation
announced three major initiatives designed
to raise general awareness and knowledge
of sepsis and improve hospital diagnoses
and treatment of sepsis patients.

First among them was a national sepsis
awareness campaign to educate the public
about the signs of Sepsis. The campaign
will continue to grow and target specific
audiences, including school children and
parents. 

The Foundation has as its aim the imple-
mentation of “Rory’s Regulations” in every
U.S. state by 2020.  The protocols mandate
that all hospitals in the state must adopt
best practices for the early identification
and treatment of sepsis.

The Foundation has also formed the
National Family Council on Sepsis. 

The council is a coalition of those who
have been affected by sepsis or who share
the Foundation’s commitment to reducing
deaths from sepsis. 

The council has two overarching func-
tions: Support and Action. 

The work of the Rory Staunton
Foundation continues, and for their sus-
tained efforts in their son’s memory, Orlaith
and Ciaran are being honored at the 2017
Irish Echo Community Champions Awards
with the “Giving Life Award.”

And that is exactly what they are doing
in their son’s memory. More at www.rorys-
tauntonfoundationforsepsis.org.
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THE IRISH COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARDS 2017

Pictured at the Foundation’s 2015 symposium are Ciaran (far right) and Orlaith (second from left) Staunton. Also pictured is Senator
Charles Schumer. 

Rory Staunton.

The Rory Staunton Foundation



JOHN CARDINAL D’ALTON AOH DIVISION III, PEARL RIVER
HIBERNIAN HOUSE OF ROCKLAND COUNTY
ROCKLAND COUNTY AOH
LOURDES KIDS OF ROCKLAND

CONGRATULATIONS TO COMMUNITY CHAMPION 

Your tireless devotion to the less fortunate truly 
exemplifies the Hibernian ideals of Friendship, 
Unity, & Christian Charity.

Edmond O’Dea
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THE IRISH COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARDS 2017
Katie Barrett
Place of birth:Manchester.
What motivated you to get
involved in your community? I first
became involved in the community
when I volunteered with the Irish
Apostolate of New York in Queens
as it gave me an opportunity to
connect with other Irish immigrants
living here in New York. This
eventually led to my involvement
with the Donegal Association and,
eventually, the United Irish Counties
Association. 
How do you think your community

work has brought about positive change? Through my volunteer
work with various Irish Associations, I have worked on numerous
fundraisers and charitable events which ultimately benefit Irish and
Irish-American individuals and families. My work on memorials
and commemorative events give me an opportunity to impart as
much knowledge of my culture as possible to all who may be
interested in learning about what binds us to our ancestry. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? I find the biggest challenge is getting the youth
involved in their Irish organizations. We need to find a way to bring
them into the local organizations. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? My work with the patients and even our vendors allows me
to interact with many individuals from all walks of life, and makes
me aware of what is going on in their personal and community
lives. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  Believe it or not, considering the fact I could talk your ear off, I
do hate talking on the phone! 
2.  I wasn’t born in Ireland. 
3.  I hate winter. 

Born in Manchester, and reared in Gweedore, Co. Donegal, Katie
immigrated to New York in June 2000. In 2009, Katie earned the
Shining Star Award; in 2010, Katie was named one of the Irish
Voice’s “Most Influential Women”; and in 2016, Katie was the
recipient of the Queens County AOH/LAOH’s “Irish Heritage and
Cultural Award”.  Katie is a past president of the Donegal
Association of New York and is presently serving her second term
as President of the United Irish Counties Association NY.  Katie is
the office manager for Fitzsimons Dental Practice in Maspeth, and
she and her family reside in Whitestone.

David Byrne
Place of birth:Dublin, but I grew up in
Longford.
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? I believe that
everyone should be vested in their
community. It should be automatic,
instinctual even. Humans are social
creatures after all. Where you live
shouldn't just be a place to eat, sleep
and hang your hat, it should be where
your life happens. Getting involved,
especially in an immigrant community
is important, it gives people a sense of

belonging, a home away from home so to speak. Strong local
communities build strong characters and confident kids. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? Teaching kids at Moshulu Golf Course has been
really rewarding for me and hopefully a positive experience for my
students. Getting kids outdoors, exercising and developing a love
for a game that they can play for a lifetime is great. Golf teaches
them patience, acceptance and perspective. They learn that
diligence and hard work pays off. Lessons learned on the golf
course translate to life lessons. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? I think the main challenge is getting people involved.
Everyone has busy lives, work and family commitments etc. but
even a few hours a week can make a huge difference. There's
something out there for everyone, think about what's important to
you, what you enjoy and I guarantee you there's a community
program out there that can use your expertise. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? I have been a PGA Golf Pro for many years so volunteering
at Moshulu Golf Course and teaching kids the game was a natural
choice. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:...
1.  I fought in the National Kickboxing Championship in Ireland. 
2.  I served Bill Clinton a drink. 
3.  I scored a goal against former Irish international player and
manager Steve Staunton. 

David Byrne is a native of County Longford. He began his sports
career in 1990 after being awarded a soccer scholarship from
Concordia College. David's passion for golf resulted in his election
to membership of the PGA, where he received a PGA Professional
Diploma Qualification. David has played with the biggest and the
best pros throughout the most challenging courses in Europe,
Canada and the United States.

David holds a Master’s Degree in Sports Psychology. He is
currently helping others improve their golf game at The Golf Swing
Academy in White Plains, NY. www.thegolfswingacademy.com 

Joan Cleary
Place of birth: Ireland 
What motivated you to get involved in your community? I grew
up and was educated in Jersey City. I also worked my whole life in
Jersey City. My parents were instrumental in keeping the Irish

heritage alive in our home. My
father played the violin and was in
a band. There was always Irish
music in our house. My mother was
Irishwoman of the Year in the 90's.
It was such an honor for her. I
became involved with the St
Patrick’s Day committee at that
time. It has been a great experience
and I have met many wonderful
people. 
How do you think your
community work has brought
about positive change? The St.
Patrick's Day committee has kept

the Irish heritage alive in Jersey City. The month of March brings
many Irish festivities to Jersey City. Many Irish who have since left
the city, return for the festivities. It’s wonderful to see them. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? I think that our biggest challenge is getting the younger
generation involved in the Irish community. This involves all the
Irish organizations. Most of the members are older and it’s
important to bring in young people. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? I am a nurse and I have always been involved with the
community. I was also a school nurse and was very involved in the
welfare of the students and the parents. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.   I was a First Lieutenant in the United States Air Force and worked
as a cardiac nurse at Wilford Hall Hospital in San Antonio, Texas.
2.  When I was 22 years old, my girlfriend and I drove all over
Europe in a van for a summer and visited 15 countries.
3.  I spent that infamous weekend in Woodstock in 1969.

Joan was born in Co Mayo, Ireland and the oldest of five children.
Her parents, Thomas and Ann came to America in 1952 and settled
in Jersey City. She was educated in Jersey City and graduated from
St. Francis School of Nursing and worked many years at Jersey City
Medical Center. Joan is married to Larry Stallard and is step-
mother to Tracie and Justin, and Nana to her grandchild, Victoria.
Joan has been involved with the Jersey City parade committee for
more than 20 years and is the adjutant of the parade for the past 7
years. 

Brian Cassidy
Place of birth: Brooklyn 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? I can’t say that I
made a decision to get involved in my
community. It just came naturally. I
always say it was just engrained in me
at a young age by my parents and
those around me. Growing up in
Sunset Park, Brooklyn. I was
extremely lucky to play sports through
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Youth
Program. Many of my role models
growing up were my coaches, who
were young single men, who were

working fulltime as civil servants and just giving back to the
community. Dermot Brennan, a NY Police Detective and Gerry
Coughlan, a NYC Corrections Officer were two who greatly
impacted my life. Like me, they played in the league and like my
father, their fathers’ (Patrick Brennan and John Coughlan) had run
the league for several years. Then when they began working for the
City of New York, the two of them then returned and began
coaching. I am just trying to pay it forward and set the same
example for the next generation.

Although I didn’t make a decision to get involved in my
community, now that I am involved I do hope that my involvement
will have a positive impact with these children. Running a church
basketball program that serves children from Kindergarten to 8th
Grade there are many different stages these children go through. I
am hoping to impact all of them and hopefully, these children can
look at me the same way I looked at Dermott and Gerry. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? Being involved in youth programs, it isn’t always
about short term change. Sports teaches so many life lessons. It
helps build confidence and teaches children to persevere and the
importance of hard work. I always enjoy working with the more
novice players, the ones who may not have ever played before or
struggle. If you can teach them and improve their game just a little
bit the effect it will have on those children is amazing. Over the last
few seasons, I have been lucky enough to experience many smiles
but the real change I want to see is over the long term. I want to
see all these children turn into fine young men and women. One of
the messages I stress all the time is discipline and respect.
Unfortunately, I see lack of respect and discipline as a major
problem in the world today. Hopefully by working with these
children at a young age, it will have an impact later in their lives. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? With crazy work schedules, split families and families
where both parents are working, it is not easy for people to get
involved and volunteer. I have a wonderful community with many
supportive members but the biggest thing I want to see moving
forward is more people getting involved. 
I would also like to expand the program to include high school
students. In our community, there are a lack of activities for high
school students to get involved in. If I can expand the program to
include the high school students of the neighborhood, I am hoping
that it will give them an alternative to being out on the streets and
keep them physically active. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community work?
Being a police officer has actually added more challenges to the
work I do. When police officers go into work, we never know what
time we are getting out. If something happens, our 8 hour shift can

easily become 16 or 20 hours. Fortunately, there are a number of my
co-workers who also coach and volunteer. We all try to assist each
other to make sure we can attend games and league meetings. As
police officers, we take an oath to serve and protect. This oath is
extremely serious but it’s not limited only to when we are working. 

Brian J. Cassidy was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY where he
currently resides with his wife, Beth and son, Ryan. Brian is an
active member of St. Ephrem Parish where he volunteers with St.
Ephrem Youth Sports Program as the AD for Basketball. Brian is an
alumni of Xaverian HS and attended Baruch College. 
Brian began a career in law enforcement as a NYS Court Officer.
Brian is currently a Police Officer with the Port Authority of NY/NJ
and is a drummer with Port Authority Police Dept. Pipe Band and
serves as the Chairman of their Memorial Scholarship Committee.

Lisa Collins 
Place of birth: London, England. 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? My parents
always encouraged me to help others,
as a child growing up in Galway and
then Dublin. My passion for helping
homeless people was inspired as a
result of a friendship that I had when I
was studying at Trinity College Dublin.
I was about 19 and working part time,
while at Trinity College Dublin, in a
local café in Dublin city center. My co-
worker, Mags, and I did not get along. I
thought her sullen and she thought I

was a snob. Then one day, during one of our many arguments in
work, she blurted out that she was homeless. Not only was she
homeless but she had lied about her age and was only 13 and slept
every night on the cold stone steps leading down the river Liffey
that divides Dublin. After that day, we became good friends. She
got help and housing from a group called Focus Point, run by Sister
Stan, which helps homeless kids and teenagers in Dublin, Ireland.
She eventually left Dublin and returned back to live with her
mother in the county. As a parting gift she made me a beautiful pair
of earrings which I cherish. 

I went on to volunteer with Focus Point. Sister Stan and I are still
in touch to this day. After graduating Trinity in the 1980s, I worked
in magazine publishing for almost a decade but my experience
with homeless people never left me. So, when I immigrated to
America in the 1990s, I started working again with homeless
people. I have now worked for almost 20 years as director of St
Vincent de Paul's North County Homeless Center (Café St Vincent)
in San Francisco, CA. It is a job that I love. It is more than a job it is
my lifelong passion. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change?
At Café St Vincent, we run a very important youth program that
involves youth in our community. Students volunteer at our
homeless center and learn that anyone can become homeless. The
students learn valuable life lessons that I hope they bring to the
community at large, a sense of compassion, empathy and
willingness to help others. 

Today, at Café St. Vincent, every day, I listen to and help our
homeless guests and have known many of them for at least fifteen
years or more. I find it very moving that often I am listed as a
homeless person’s next of kin, or person to contact in case of
emergency. People share their deepest secrets, worries and joys
with me and I am proud of that trust. My friendship with many of
our homeless guests is one of the greatest joys of my life. I find it
amazing that our homeless guests worry about me, often telling
me to take it easy or reminding me that I need to take care of
myself, rest etc. They care, they take care of each other. They have
very little but almost always will say to give to someone else who
needs it more. I have met many amazing people at Café St. Vincent.
The volunteers are also an inspiration and a great source of joy to
me also. What do you believe are the main challenges that are
yet to overcome? The homeless people I work with have a variety
of challenges: mental health, addictions, physical limitations,
economic hardship and sometimes a combination of one, two or all
of the above. There is no one easy answer to how this issue can be
resolved. More shelters and affordable housing are desperately
needed. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community work? 
My previous profession as magazine journalist has helped me
document and write of the struggles that our homeless face today
and always. I always strive to present a well-informed picture of the
people we serve. There is no one size fits all answer to how people
become homeless and how we can end the problem of
homelessness. It takes a village. I work with many different
agencies and professionals to help house or get gainful
employment for each homeless person at a time. Each person is
unique and requires different levels of care. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I play soccer three times a week and was a champion Irish
dancer.
2. I own and ride a Vespa scooter.
3. In December, last year, I performed live-saving CPR on my
mother, while she was having a heart attack. She has since made
a full recovery :) 

Lisa Collins is the director of St Vincent de Paul's North County
Homeless Center, South San Francisco. She has run the center for
almost 20 years. Lisa is an Irish native from Malahide, County
Dublin where she attended Red Brick primary school, then Pobail
Scoil Iosa, making many life-long friends there and was on their All
Ireland champion basketball team. After graduating from Trinity
College Dublin, in the 1990s, she worked in London, England as a
magazine journalist. In late 1990s, she immigrated to the US with
her parents, Cathy and Richard Collins. She currently lives in
Mountain View.
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Brian Miller, 
Police Officer, Jersey City Police Department

Christopher Dalton, 
Sergeant, Jersey City Police Department

4 EVENTS PER MONTH
Breakfast Meetings  |  Young Professionals  |  Evening Meetings  |  Saturday Seminars

RSVP for IBO events on our website

Established 1973

2017 IBO New York Executive Board

Nicholas Malito - President

Paul Tu�y - 1st Vice President

Bernadette Conaty - 2nd Vice President

Mary Zehnter - Communications O�cer

Shelley Ann Quilty-Lake - Treasurer

Kathleen Cronin - Membership O�cer

Anne Marie O'Dea - Secretary

Congratulations
& Best Wishes!

Niall O’Leary
IBO Past President

IBO Board of Advisor Member

Unateresa Gormley
IBO Member
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Irish Echo Irish Community Champions 2017
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THE IRISH COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARDS 2017
Thomas Donlon
Place of birth: New York City 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community?
From an early age my Irish born
immigrant parents, Andrew Patrick
Donlon and Margaret Mary O’Neill,
born in County Longford and
County Cork, respectfully, instilled
in my six (6) brothers, two (2)
sisters and myself, the need to
closely interact and provide
assistance to my community. Being
exposed to the criminal justice
system, I witnessed a strong need

to communicate and provide guidance to young people in
order to make certain they were fully aware of the harsh
realities of life if they elected to become involved with criminal,
civil disobedience and terrorism activities. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? While employed with the FBI and New York
State, I was able to contribute, both professionally and
personally, in making certain the community was safe and
secure. Likewise, in the private sector I can continue to make
contributions to the community. I also enjoy mentoring young
people and witnessing them progressing and attaining their
short and long term goals. I witnessed both young and older
individuals, to whom I have dedicated time and effort become
successful and productive individuals. Some of these folks
have in turn gone on to help and inspire others. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? More families and individuals need to become
involved in school, church and community activities to help
those who desperately need assistance and much needed
leadership, particularly the younger generation. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? I have been able to provide insight and assistance to
many folks seeking a career in the law enforcement,
intelligence and private sector. I have fortunately been able to
make presentations to local and global communities in aiding
them in building a better life for themselves and their
neighbors. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  Collects Antiques 
2.  Enjoys Minor League Baseball 
3.  Enjoys Old Movies 

Tom Donlon was raised in the Bronx by his Irish immigrant
parents. Currently serves as Director of Security for Westfield
Corporation at WTC and Fulton Center. Prior, served as Director
of NYS, Office of Homeland Security, and retired from the FBI.
He also served on the JTTF and was case agent, along with
Charles Stern, on the 1993 WTC bombing investigation.
Tom has 6 brothers, 2 sisters and 3 children. Tom is married to
Deirdre O’Connor, a NYS (Brooklyn) Court Attorney.
Tom graduated from Iona College.

Douglas Eaton
Place of birth: Lewisburg,
Pennsylvania, USA 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community?
Children! Children today have
many more pressures than I felt as
a child; the rapid internet access to
events and the division it can instill,
cyber-bullying, less parent/family
influence, less time to just be, well,
a child. People routinely look for
validation in their life, children are
no exception. If it's not readily
available at home, they will seek it

out somewhere else. Since I began teaching the martial arts in
1984, I've seen the positive impact and life motivation martial
arts discipline can instill. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? Once someone learns and earns respect for
themselves, it begins to extend to others. My work in both
public and private school settings have been rewarded with
young people instilling the tenets of Tae Kwon Do (modesty,
integrity, self-control, indomitable spirit, and perseverance) in
their daily life. With our martial arts programs, the Eaton Tae
Kwon Do Academy applies the tenets of Tae Kwon Do into
every class setting. In a true do-jang (TKD training hall)
experience there is no "black and white", we are all just shades
of tan/brown. There are no social, economic, or religious walls
that bar us from being supportive for each other and our
individual progress towards our goals. This carries over into
other areas of a student’s life; school, work, relationships, etc.
Having taught in Danville for 30 years, I've watched my
students become viable adults motivated by a respect for life. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? Actually, keeping up the energy and volition to
continue (yeah, I'm getting old...). The need for children's
encouragement will always exist. I'd hope to find someone to
keep it going. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? Having earned the rank of 7th Dan(degree) in the
International Chin Mu Kwan Tae Kwon Do Federation, being
accepted into the USA Martial Arts Hall of Fame (2004), and
having students go on to national championships, Pan Am
Games, and alternates on our Olympic TKD team, I've got some
credibility when I take on a community project. Civic groups see

me as an advocate for youth. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I enjoy live theatre, and a fan of Opera! 
2.  I find my inner-child when I ride bicycles... 
3.  I collect old cameras and post-war Lionel.

Douglas Eaton, is married to Kimberly, they have two children,
Brett and Shannon. Doug has been training in the Korean martial
art of Tae Kwon Do since January 1981. He received his 1st Dan
Black Belt in Oct., 1984. Master Eaton is currently a 7th Dan
under GrandMaster Kang, Hon Yo, and also trains in Krav Maga,
Kuk-sool Won, and Aikido. He opened his own school, Eaton TKD
Academy, in Jan. 1987. He's the PA state Rep for the Intr'l
Network of Christian Martial Artists, member of USA Martial Arts
Hall of Fame, and Strathmore's Who’s Who in Business.

Eileen Burke Faught
Place of birth: San Antonio, Texas 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community?
Growing up, my parents were highly
involved in our community, they
were both immigrants from Ireland
and used to bring me to many
events as a child. I guess it was
something ingrained and so I carried
on their tradition of getting involved
and helping where I could within our
community. 
How do you think your community
work has brought about positive

change? I truly enjoy helping people and hope that my work and
volunteering has had a positive change within my community.
The elderly have a special place in my heart. I assist several
elderly with IT issues, i.e. assisting them with computer issues,
phone issues. Many of the elderly are not quite "up to par" on our
modern phones and computers these days, so I always try and
use my expertise in helping them. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? I have two children and try to engage them in
coming out and volunteering at many events through our great
city. I think it's challenging for our young to get involved, many
of them are sometimes just as busy as we adults. They're
involved in sports, after school activities, and some are just plain
glued to their X-Boxes or Playstations....not so good. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? I have worked for a family-owned law firm for the last 30
years. The firm is a plaintiff's firm, so they are always
representing/ fighting for the poor or underprivileged and
severely injured. The true compassion they show to each client
that walks through our door, has shown me that no matter your
situation, financially or otherwise, just be yourself and be kind
and help anyone. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I'm very sensitive 
2.  I'm a prankster 
3.  I love cars and driving fast 

Eileen Burke-Faught was born in San Antonio, Texas in 1964 and
is an only child. Her parents were immigrants from Ireland; her
mother from Galway and her father from Dublin. Eileen was the
first Irish dancer in San Antonio back in the 70's, and is highly
involved in the Harp & Shamrock Society of Texas. She
graduated from the University of the Incarnate Word in 1987, and
has worked for a prestigious law firm in San Antonio for the last
30 years. She is married to Wayne Faught, retired Air Force, and
has two children, Shannon & Sean.

Unateresa Gormley 
Place of birth: New York, USA 
What motivated you to get
involved in your community? “I was
born and bred in the Bronx. I am part
of a very musical talented family. My
mom is from Co. Longford and my
dad from Co. Kerry. My family was
always very involved in the
community and everything Irish. I
am married to Samuel Gormley from
Omagh, Co. Tyrone and we have a
sixteen-year-old son, Shea Anthony
Gormley.” It's very important to keep
the links with Ireland and to pass on

the traditions. Keeping family ties, promoting our culture and
giving back to the community. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? Unaterea Gormley, Founder of Irish American
Young Leaders Inc. an organization that “produces a fun and
natural synergy that compels you to ‘act now’ with your
decision to change the world,” I AM Young Leaders trains and
connects the next generation of leaders to create new solutions
to global challenges through Fellowship program. The I AM
Young Leaders is anchored by AIM, American Irish Mentors,
which is a transformative experience that combines a blended-
value curriculum, an innovative competition, and sessions with
industry leaders and visionaries to educate, inspire and
connect the next generation of emerging leaders.
We believe in the power of the youth to effect positive

change for themselves and their community. Leveraging local
leaders and community resources, IAYL offers leadership
initiatives that gives High School, College students and Young
Professionals the necessary tools and real life experiences to
become strong leaders in the community. The most unique
aspect of the IAYL organization is that it is planned and led by

a (Youth Board) because it gives these young leaders the
opportunity to practice what they have learned while also
showing the upcoming generation that great leadership is
within reach.
In our experience, the young leaders bring the dreams and

passion to the table and community leaders bring the
pragmatism and know-how. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet
to overcome? Opportunity to promote what we do through
our Roses and Irish American Young Leaders creates
innovative solutions to solve some of our greatest challenges.
Building our events from scratch, presented some interesting
challenges, my biggest challenge was: who do I align myself
with and where should I turn for guidance. Every opportunity
for the public to see my vision will help me unlock the
potential to bring these organizations and events to the next
level. I have accumulated a vast amount of knowledge,
gained from the experiences I encounter during my day to day
work, and I have gained valuable insight and understanding
of this business/event field. Life experience and my optimistic
beliefs has brought me this far and as people get involved
they create a lasting legacy that provides me with the tools,
the advice and the mentor ship I need to develop and grow.
My team (which I can fit in the palm of my hand) works hard
to provide the highest standard of planning, innovation,
execution and overall professionalism. I am so honored that
all our hard work and persistence is beginning to get
recognized by such prestigious organizations and
professionals like the Irish Echo, and hopefully many more. I
understand how we can enrich lives and contribute to
innovative leadership; recognizing how arts and culture play
a critical role in a balanced and enriched community and
discovering the cultural opportunities in New York, North
America, Ireland and beyond.
I look forward to the opportunity to work with all

communities, building our reputation and strengthening our
connections. I have gained valuable insight and pragmatic
information from some influential organizations. With support
from people like the Irish Echo, I'm very excited about a more
outstanding, thought-provoking and cutting-edge organization.
I am eager to build upon our relationship, working together
towards building a better future for the Big Apple Feis &
Fleadh, The New York & New Jersey, Ct, and Florida Rose of
Tralee and the Irish American Young Leaders. We all need to
unite as one, support each other equally.
“Our greatest challenge in life is to give as much of our-

selves as we can,“ [We can do that] by helping others in need,
opening a door and making a difference in a child’s life. Be true
to yourself and life’s rewards are unending,” 
We are very excited that we have the backing of one New
Jersey organizations to help us build on this, we could use a
few more, and we are also looking for more young leaders to
represent NY, NJ, Ct, Fl and nationally. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community
work? USG Performing Arts Presenters Inc. CEO, Cultural
Director/Promoter Owner/Director/Promoter at USG
International Performing Arts Presenters : Big Apple
Feis/Fleadh & New York /New Jersey/Ct and Florida Rose of
Tralee International and Irish American Young Leaders Inc. 
Unateresa Gormley founding Director of USG International

Performing Arts Presenters is dedicated to bringing
performing artists and audiences together in every place and
way imaginable. USG-PAP achieves its goal by providing
visionary thinking, professional development, resource
sharing and advocacy in support of its colleagues and all
those who create and disseminate the performing arts. It is
the beauty and athleticism of Irish Dance and other
disciplines of dance and the common Celtic heritage that
binds the peoples of Europe, the Americas, Africa and
Australasia together. 
A unique opportunity to market Ireland in the most affluent

and influential city's in North America 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I play the violin, have an All-Ireland medal and on an album:
The Living Tradition by The Martin Mulvihill School with Margie
Mulvihill, Eileen Ivers, Patricia Conway, Michael Fitzpatrick and
so many more, Glincastle, Glinside & Eire-Og Ceili Bands
produced by Mick Maloney 
2.  I was never on a cruise, I plan and dream of going on
Joannie Madden's Cruise every year, but life interrupt’s my
plans.... One Day!!!!! 
3.  I award scholarships to our young leaders at competitions
and events from my personal account. Hoping to get the
recognition these events need for future corporate
sponsorship. I work 24/7 on about 3 to 4 hours sleep, most of
my work is voluntary, giving my home and time to J1 Interns
from Ireland in the summer, and open house all year round for
them. I have sponsored several young Irish for their visa and
I'm to trying to build a platform and recognition for our Young
Irish American Leaders 

Unateresa Gormley is a first generation Irish American, keeping
strong ties to her Irish roots. Born to a Co. Longford mother, and
a Co. Kerry father, Sheahan-Gormley’s family were well-known in
the Bronx for their passion for all things Irish, as well as for their
involvement in the N.Y. community. Involved in the church, in
Irish dancing and Irish music, football and the community. A
dancer at the age of three, with the Anna O’Sullivan School of
Dancing, won her first open championship at the age of eight,
traveling to Ireland every year to take part in feisanna all over the
country.
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Congratulations 

to our friend

Warren Scullin
For being named an

Irish Community Champion

by The Irish Echo

We are so proud of you!

The Alumni Chapter of 

St. John’s University Irish Society

Kathleen & Gerry Dimmler

Mike Prendergast

Eileen & Denis Reilly

Noreen & Tom McLaughlin

Betty & Dan Horan

Jackie & Danny Williams

Krista & John Horan

Congratulations to  

Allison Mulvey, Elissa O Brien, Eileen 
Burke-Faught & Linda Grosse 

The Irish Community of 
Champions  Awardees for 2017 

From all your friends in the

 

Keeping Irish History & Culture Alive in South 
Texas 

www.harpandshamrock.org 

Congratulations 
to Eddie.

Son, Brother, 
Brother-in-Law, 

Uncle and Grand Uncle.

Thanks for making 
a difference.

Love the Lynches, 
O’Deas and Robbs.

Congratulations to
Allison Mulvey, Elissa O’Brien,

Eileen Burke-Faught & Linda Grosse

The Irish Echo’s “Irish Community of
Champions” Awardees for 2017

From all your friends in the

Keeping Irish History & Culture Alive
in South Texas
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THE IRISH COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARDS 2017
Kevin Ferguson
Place of birth: Northvale, NJ 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? I was afraid an
important chapter in Irish-American
history was in danger of being lost. I
began working on my documentary,
'Irish Catskills: Dancing at the
Crossroads,' in September 2010 when I
saw news footage of Mullan's
Mountain Spring Hotel, in East
Durham, NY, go up in flames. (I
suppose the nature of my community
involvement is different than others'.)
My mother, Teresa Smith, emigrated

from County Cavan in 1950, and came first to Mountain Spring,
which her sister and brother-in-law bought in 1946. It, like the rest
of the Irish Catskills, became a sort of cultural halfway house for
Irish immigrants and Irish-Americans. A lot of couples met on the
dance floors there, just as their siblings and cousins had in the Irish
Ballrooms of NYC. I don't fear Irish culture being lost; it continues
to thrive. But I want to ensure the history does, as well. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? It has brought a lot of awareness--across the US
and in a few places in Ireland where it has been screened--about
this chapter in Irish-American history. We Irish and Irish-Americans
can become someone parochial in our thinking. We assume
everyone knows about the Irish Catskills and the impact it had--and
continues to have--in keeping the culture alive. But there are many,
many people who've never heard of the Catskills, much less the
Irish Catskills. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? Well, perhaps this doesn't apply to my community
work. But I think a great big challenge is in reviving the sense of
community of the Irish Catskills of my childhood. I know we can't
go back in time; it's a societal shift that encompasses more than
the Irish. And I know for a fact that there is still community in its
best sense in places like the Catskills. But there is still a need and
a place for the community that can be found at a set dance or a
summer resort where strangers share a meal. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community work?
Well, I was a print journalist for about 30 years before I started work
on the film. I knew nothing about filmmaking. But, yes, the nature
of my job and my ability to network was indispensable. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  My wife and I have an Ethiopian son. He is an absolute treasure,
a 10-year-old named Semeredin. 
2. I have traveled to about 40 countries-- and hate to fly. 
3.  Despite the title of my film, I can't dance worth a damn. 

Kevin Ferguson, a journalist and filmmaker, was born in New Jersey
to Teresa Smith from Stradone, Co. Cavan, and Bob Ferguson, a
second-generation Irish-American from Scranton, PA. Kevin has
written for the New York Times, Businessweek, and others. His first
film, Irish Catskills: Dancing at the Crossroads, will be shown on 164
PBS stations in 2017 and was a selection in the Wexford Film
Festival in 2017. Despite taking step-dancing lessons from the late
great Peter Smith and tin whistle lessons from several greats
whose reputation Kevin is protecting with anonymity, Kevin can
neither whistle nor dance. 

Linda Grosse 
Place of birth: Paris, Kentucky 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? When I moved to
San Antonio T.X. in 2013, I was looking
for an Irish organization to be involved
with. I had been very involved with the
Irish community in Denver Colorado,
Working with an Irish dance school for
12 years as well as creating custom
Irish Dance Solo dresses and vest. I
researched Irish groups in San Antonio
and found The Harp and Shamrock
Society of Texas. I joined and then

attended their half-way Hooley. They were looking for someone to
help organize their St Patrick's Parade so I volunteered. I have been
involved in other projects and am now serving on their board.
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? Coming from Denver where there is a large Irish
community has helped bring new insight to the organization. I have
also worked with the committee for the Festival, headed the 50th
anniversary Gala committee and recently worked to develop
Passport to Ireland, an interactive display to help educate children
and adults in Ireland, Irish History in Texas and famous Irish customs. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? To continue to grow the membership of the society and
the society's involvement in the San Antonio Community. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community work?
I have worked in retail and the furniture business for 43 years.
Holding various positions has given me a lot of experience in
working with people which is very helpful when working with
volunteers in a nonprofit organization. My work in the Irish dance
area has given me a lot of insight into Irish arts and culture. 
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I was a competitor in Irish dance on the adult level attending the
US National competition as well as Western Regional Oireachtas 
2.  I am a Tom Petty fan and my last trip to Dublin was to see him
in concert. 
3.  I have been a costume designer and wardrobe mistress for a
professional Irish dance production. 

Linda Grosse has a diverse background in the retail furniture
industry over 6 top tier furniture retailers. She has extensive
experience in problem solving and working with people of all ages
and backgrounds. In addition she has a lifelong passion for the

creative art of costume and fashion design. She operates a studio
from her home with a focus on competitive Irish Dance Costumes.
Recently she designed and produced costumes for a professional
Irish Dance show; Nollag Seo - Celtic Christmas Celebration in
Denver, Colorado.

Julie Jordan
Place of birth: Chicago, Illinois 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? As a pianist and
Steinway Artist, I love teaching and
performing. My greatest thrill growing
up was playing piano concerti with
orchestras in California as a
competition winner and it gives me
great joy to present young artists and
gifted student musicians of all ages in
their debuts with the New York
Concerti Sinfonietta in Carnegie Hall
debuts and other historic NYC venues
as the American Irish Historical

Society and Fordham University, as well abroad such as in Dublin
Royal Irish Academy of Music and Dublin Institute of Technology
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? My community work has developed quite a
following, as evident in our concerts and reviews. With bringing so
many international stars to their concerto debut with the New York
Concerti Sinfonietta, we also provide professional DVD recordings
which enable the concerts to be broadcast and heard on YouTube
so the artists may share our brilliant performances. Most favorable
NY reviews of the Irish soloists have supported their continued
success as so many have won subsequent awards and
performances, as they gained confidence and gratitude from the
privilege of our NYCS debuts. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? I believe the challenge for me is to find the special
individuals and companies, who appreciate and would like to honor
the highest level of performance, by sponsoring an individual debut
for gifted Irish American and international students, stretching from
NYC's Carnegie Hall to Ireland with the New York Concerti
Sinfonietta, with rave NY reviews. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community work?
As Artistic Director/Founder of the New York Concerti Sinfonietta,
Steinway Artist masterclasses, 30 year teaching anniversary at The
Juilliard School, private teaching studio
(www.juliejordanpresents.com) I have a cherished experience in
teaching and learning from my students and soloists in providing
the higher level of performance in extraordinary venues. I gain so
much joy helping thriving musicians by giving them the privilege of
a concerto debut with a professional orchestra the New York
Concerti Sinfonietta and I manage to offer free and affordable
concerts to our local communities throughout the five boroughs of
Manhattan and throughout Dublin. This summer I am teaching in
Dublin with masterclasses in collaboration with my Irish
International Shining Stars and will bring musicians from abroad to
join our performances from July 19-26, 2017, all Inquiries email:
dr.juliejordan1@gmail.com
Three things people would be surprised to know about me:
1.  I am a devoted Irish-Filipino Catholic, one of 8 children with my
dear late father's Irish roots in County Mayo's Knock and
Ballyhaunis which inspired my Irish Festival project. We grew up in
the SF Bay Area, rooting for his alma mater, the St. Mary's College
Gaels a leading NCAA basketball team in the recent March
Madness; in my teaching of performance skills, I often compare the
excitement and spontaneity of the moment which as in sports, can
be perfect in daily disciplined work.
2.  With my third and most recent trip to Dublin, April 4-9th, I have
now personally presented 36 performance awards in Carnegie Hall-
(upcoming concert on May 12, Friday at 7:30pm at Weill Recital Hall
at Carnegie and discount tickets: $15, are offered tonight to all
present and other historic NYC venues (May 13th at St. Gregory the
Great Church-144 W.90th St- Free to all tonight). The debuts for the
36 gifted Irish music students also include renowned performers
and faculty in Drama and Dance.
3. In addition to my joy as a pianist, pedagogue and presenter, I
enjoy writing and have been published with the popular article:
"Honor thy Teacher...Juilliard Students Give Back"  and recently
with an international publication that while at UCLA, I received the
First Prize Award from Frank Sinatra in Classical Music and have
been supporting and expanding our classical concerts to include
jazz stars, such as Wycliffe Gordon, Adrian Cunningham from
Lincoln Center Jazz and more...as well as Niall O'Leary with his
percussive Dance and spoons.

Steinway Artist and pedagogue, Dr. Julie Jordan, is known for her
Master classes and teaching across the US and abroad. Julie
Jordan’s the Artistic Director and Founder of the New York Concerti
Sinfonietta, with upcoming Carnegie Hall concerts on May 12, 2017
and October 29, 2017. In April, Julie Jordan held auditions for the
NY Concerti Sinfonietta International Shining Stars ongoing
competition for music students on March 27-30 from Dublin
University

College Royal Irish Academy of Music and the Cork School of
Music, and April 14-16 at Steinway Hall in Plano, Fort Worth, and
Dallas; May 25-28 at Stanford University with a special tribute to
the legacy of Adolph Baller, renowned teacher and collaborative
pianist for Yehudi Menuhin. Dr. Julie Jordan earned her DMA, MFA,
MM, BM magna cum laude, degrees from MSM, The Juilliard
School, UCLA and Dominican University of California where she
studied with Abbey Simon, Aube Tzerko, Tanya Ury as well as
Adolph Baller. In 2015, Dr. Julie Jordan, celebrated her 30 years
anniversary teaching at The Juilliard School, Evening Division
piano faculty where she created popular courses such as The Piano
Concerto and Solo and Collaborative Piano for adult pianists. 

On March 9, 2017, her recent review, “HONOR THY TEACHER,
Juilliard Alums Peter and Will Anderson Give Back” was published
in the international Epoch Times:  As a sought after teacher, Julie

Jordan’s goal is for each of her students to become “their own best
teacher” and she continues to follow her passion of providing vital
performance opportunities on the platforms of historic international
venues ranging from as Carnegie Hall, and salon settings in
international summer programs. 

Andrew Joyce
Place of birth: Dover, NJ 
What motivated you to get involved
in your community? Since early years,
it has been instilled through Catholic
compassion to help others. With
parents from Black Rock and Mount
Bellew in Ireland who had seen some
of the hard times in Ireland and better
times after they emigrated to the USA,
they always encouraged lending a
hand to others even when it might
seem impractical. Through various
moves before I settled in West Orange,
I have helped Habitat for Humanity,

Kiwanis, March of Dimes, Adirondack Mountain Club Trail
Rebuilders and a host of others. The scatter shot approach of help
where it is needed, when it is needed has its merits though you
never really stay long enough on an effort to accomplish a whole
lot. In my recent commitments with the Friendly Sons of the
Shillelagh of West Orange, our group provides a lot to St. Baldrick's
and other worthy charitable efforts including funding scholarships
to deserving youths. You can see the difference made year over
year. This same difference is appreciated as a parent manager and
trustee with local travel soccer - West Orange United Football Club.
Unless dedicated volunteers such as myself and many others
secure the fields, permits, coaches and arrange games in leagues,
this opportunity does not exist. Same too for the Essex Fall Tune Up
soccer tournament we run and chance for the kids to play. The Boy
Scouts of America through local troops such as our Troop 6 has had
tremendous impact on projects like rebuilding fences, trails,
gathering blankets and food for homeless folks and many other
charitable projects aside from giving the youths in the Troop many
chances to get outdoors and show their competence testing the
elements. My efforts on behalf of Troop 6 as Assistant Scout Master
encourages this to continue. This same outdoors appeal helps me
guide other members of the Appalachian Mountain Club on trails
for fun while also keeping all safe through my having full
Wilderness First Aid abilities. 
How do you think your community work has brought about
positive change? The social fabric is delicate for those on the
margins. This I learned through Father Mychal Judge of St. Francis
of Assisi on 32nd Street in New York City. Through his strong
encouragement, I was soon volunteering there to help single
mothers learn computer skills and get jobs. I recall finishing
helping there in the late spring. I recall hearing at a holiday dinner
several of the single mother students had gotten jobs which the St.
Francis of Assisi computer class undoubtedly helped them secure.
I try to carry that dedication forward and make a difference where
possible. My work with the South Mountain Conservancy was often
a challenge navigating between several governmental entities
including the County Parks, local towns and local community
groups though it could be rewarding in many achievements. One
specific achievement comes to mind where we helped secure a
crucial addition to the park, a several acre connecting plot called
the Mandelbaum tract. Park visitors to this day can pass through
that section where previously a long detour was needed. 
What do you believe are the main challenges that are yet to
overcome? The need always remains. I feel with these needs ever
present, there is a tendency for many who are constantly beseeched
to donate more of their time, talent and treasury to just be
overwhelmed by the appeals - donor fatigue I believe they call it. I am
as prone to that as any so I have to continually see the good that is
provided and the difference it makes and try to improve things by
degrees- nothing is ever perfect or if it is sure doesn't stay that way for
long. Contributions of time and effort do make a difference and things
would be worse off if everyone just turned away. On recent travel to
Costa Rica, I was provided an example of this. I packed my case with
extra odds and ends soccer equipment that could not be used for our
teams and also an old skateboard. While the soccer equipment got
through to players unknown, the skateboard that I was considering
trashing in the USA and was a bit of an encumbrance to travel with
was snapped up by an eager youth when given out down there. A bit
of effort did make a difference in this case. 
How has your job or profession helped in your community work?
Working in magazines, I see visual representations for PSA or Public
Service Announcements. The Newhouse Family who own Conde
Nast where I formerly worked were fond of the Fresh Air Fund and
you could read about the difference this made to under privileged
youth in the Star Ledger write-ups to get out of the hot city, from
sometimes dangerous neighborhoods into the outdoors and the
difference it made to their summer, sometimes to the track of their
life. Various organizations I have been involved with through work
like Idealliance and the Advertising Production Club along with their
precursors have always had charitable giving coordinated out of
some of their functions. Scholarship to graphics students and toys
for under-privileged children at holiday time were some of those
efforts. At one time, a matching grant for money given to charities
was provided at other work places I have been. 
Something people would be surprised to know about me.
I enjoy Surfing, though yet to hit the Emerald Island West Coast- on
the bucket list. 

Andrew Maurice O'Malley Joyce, born in Dover, NJ and grew up in
Rumson, NJ. Graduate of the Rumson public school system.
University of Scranton, PA- BA 1992. Married to beloved Lorraine
Anne Joyce (Healy) in 2001. Daughter Cassidy Joyce 2002, Son
Aidan Joyce 2004. Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ MBA
2006. Print Publications production specialist who has worked with
many media companies including Time Inc., Conde Nast and
currently works with Pubworx at the Hearst Magazines.


